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Soviet maneuver on Korea 

There will be no sudden withdrawal of the U.S. occu- 
pation troops from Korea, despite the Russian proposal 
to withdraw their own forces in the North. When the 
American troops will leave Korea is—in the view of the 
U.S. Department of State—now entirely contingent on 
the United Nations decision. The Soviet move, made on 
the eve of the Paris meeting of the UN General Assem- 
bly, gives advance indication of their strategy. Russia, 
it may be recalled, has obstructed the Korean issue for 
the past two years, the Soviets even going so far as to 
boycott the UN decision of November 14, 1947, which 
called for the establishment of the provisional govern- 
ment of Korea. Moscow has now taken the initiative in 
the expected battle over Korea, with its announcement 
that all Soviet troops will be withdrawn from the Soviet 
zone by January 1, 1949, and its challenge to Americans 
to do so in their own area. Standing firmly on principle, 
the U.S. State Department replied that had the Soviet 
Union cooperated in carrying out the UN provisions re- 
garding Korea, the question of troop withdrawal would 
have been already resolved. Now, the U.S. note stated, 
the matter would be referred to the General Assembly for 
further consideration of the case. The Koreans them- 
selves have expressed their mistrust of the Soviet pro- 
posal. President Syngman Rhee summed up the Korean 
view as follows: “I believe that the American Govern- 
ment will not play into the hands of the Soviets by 
having any understanding with the Soviet Union regard- 
ing Korea.” 


Double play 

In Korea, Russia’s motives are but too clear, if one 
considers that some 200,000 communist-led troops are 
on a war footing in the North and could engulf South 
Korea with no difficulty at all. Moreover, if needed, the 
North Korean puppets could get speedy military assis- 
tance from the Manchurian and Chinese Communists, 
who are equally under Russian command. That the Rus- 
sian objective is a Soviet-run Korea, there is no doubt 
in anybody’s mind. The Korean gambit was opened on 
September 20, in regard to Germany, when the Soviets, 
through their mouthpiece in Berlin, Taegliche Rund- 
schau, proposed that all occupation troops be withdrawn 
as soon as possible. This proposal came at a time when 
news was seeping from the Soviet zone of Germany that 
the Russians were in process of organizing a communist- 
led German militia, comprising at least 100,000 men. 
Simultaneously, a German provisional government is 
being set up in Leipzig, a temporary capital. This only 
strengthens the belief that in Eastern Germany, too, the 
Russians have built a considerable German armed forced 
(communist-run, of course), capable of taking all of 
Germany without much effort, if they can bully or bluff 





the Western Powers into getting out. An all-out offensive 
by the Soviet-sponsored German press and radio against 
the “unwillingness” of the U.S. to withdraw from Korea 
and Germany is a foretaste of the Soviet campaign in 
the General Assembly, meeting in Paris. 


Communism in action in Southeast Asia 

The new flare-up of communist violence in East Java 
is but a logical development in a large-scale, Moscow- 
directed plan to spread chaos and disorder in the area 
and then conquer it. The communist coup and the impo- 
sition of a “Soviet” regime in Madiun, a city in the 
Indonesian Republic, shows unmistakably that Moscow 
has ordered all its Asiatic parties on the offensive. Ac- 
cordingly, in India, Sinkiang and South Korea, the Com- 
munists are more aggressive than ever; in Burma, they 
control large parts of the country, and have murdered 
U Tin Tut, their bitter opponent; in Malaya they may 
be exterminated, but in the course of the process they 
are spreading fear and destruction. North China has 
already a communist puppet government, and heavy 
fighting is on in the Shantung area; in Siam’s capital, 
Bangkok, the Russian Embassy staff has been greatly 
increased to direct communist uprisings in Southeast 
Asia. The Indonesian coup, according to President Soe- 
karno and Premier Hatta, was engineered by the PKI 
(Partai Kommunis Indonesia), under its leader Muso, 
a Moscow-trained revolutionary. With his arrival in 
Java, other Indonesian groups have joined the PKI, such 
as the Socialist Party, Socialist Youth Movement Pesindo 
(Pemuda Sosialis Indonesia), and SOBSI, the powerful 
labor federation (cf. “Red hand over Asia,” AM. 9/11 
p. 504). The potential danger of the communist revolt 
in Java cannot be overestimated. Foreign Secretary 
Bevin’s statement that there exists a communist plot to 
conquer Southeast Asia was more than a warning. Our 
own State Department has charged that the Soviets seek 
to grab all of Southeast Asia, using well-proved methods 
of subversive infiltration and open revolt. The charge is 
supported by the Netherlands Foreign Minister, Dr. 
D. U. Stikker, who has come hurriedly to Washington 
to seek support of this Government against the Soviet 
tide. With the Western Powers at present engrossed in 
the Berlin crisis, the Cominform leaders have chosen to 
step up their drive in the most sensitive spot of the 
globe. 


School days—abread 

Who wields “the hickory stick” and what meaning is 
given the “Golden Rule” as school days begin for the 
world’s children, are questions that trouble the present 
and determine the future. In Hungary, where the State 
has taken over the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish schools, 
the Ministry of Interior boasts it has no fewer than 
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4,000,000 bright, new approved textbooks as tools for 
teachers who have won “certificates of political maturity” 
at “political reorientation” courses. Religious schools in 
Rumania have been transferred to state ownership and 
control, religious teaching is banned by law and all icons 
and religious symbols have been removed. The schools 
of Poland and Czechoslovakia are seemingly doomed. 
In France, the schools owned by the miners of the Loire 
were legally secularized; Catholic and Protestant church 
leaders in Germany were forced to protest to the Allied 
Commanders the approval given by the Kommandatura 
of the compulsory secular education program sponsored 
by the Soviets. The aim of the new Yugoslav schools, 
according to the authoritative school journal, Savremena 
Skola, is the education of youth in what it calls the 
“Soviet spirit,” which consists in building a spirit capable 
of leading the new generation to serve the state. 


School days—at home 

In America, on petition of an atheist mother of a 
nervous child, school buildings have been closed to 
released-time religious teaching. Out in Kansas the Rev. 
Orlie R. Clem, pastor of the First Southern Baptist Church 
of Wichita, threatens to sue the local school board for 
renewing the 24-year-old program of religious instruc- 
tion for 8,000 elementary school children conducted by 
the Wichita Council of Churches. Far removed from all 
this is Liberia, where, though Catholics constitute but 
one out of 180 of the population, the legislature of the 
Republic has just granted a token subsidy to Catholic 
schools in appreciation of their contribution to the nation. 
Far removed from all this, in another sense, are the 
fortunate children in America’s parochial schools. Nearly 
three million of them started back to class in 10,850 
schools staffed by 105,000 teachers—incidentally saving 
the taxpayers some $400,000,000. Are those “poor, be- 
nighted blacks” of Africa, descendants of American 
slaves, alone capable of appreciating how a school system 
that teaches moral values makes a contribution to a 
nation? 


Atheism and the FCC 


The Federal Communications Commission “clearly” 
overran the limits of its jurisdiction in its Scott ruling of 
July 19, 1946, according to the findings of the House 
select committee appointed to investigate the FCC’s ven- 


tures into the sphere of “thought control.” At the hear- 


ings held August 31 and September 1, Mr. Don Petty, 
general counsel of the National Association of Broad- 
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casters, charged that the FCC had “clearly indicated to 
broadcasters that if time were given for religious broad- 
casts it must also be given to atheists.” Commissioner 
Rosel H. Hyde countered with the assertion that the 
ruling had been widely “misinterpreted,” and _ that 
broadcasters need have no fear of reprisal if they give 
to atheists less time than they give to religious programs, 
or even no time at all. The history of this issue and an 
analysis of the confusing Scott opinion of the FCC were 
set forth by Edward J. Heffron last July in Columbia, 
The article will appear in full in the October Catholic 
Mind. That the ruling was an inept excursion into theol- 
ogy seems clear 1) from its contents, 2) from the con- 
fusion it caused, and 3) from criticisms of it by Mr. 
Frank Robertson, former FCC general counsel, and by 
Mr. Gillingham, FCC’s own public-relations officer. Ac- 
cording to Rev. Edmund A. Walsh, S.J., in a communica- 
tion in the Washington Post for September 11, the issue 
is simply whether the Commission has been given legal 
authority to make such rulings. The Federal Communica- 
tions Act of 1934 seems to need clarification. The assur- 
ances of Mr. Wayne Coy, FCC chairman, are hardly 
enough. And if the First Amendment, as interpreted by 
the present Supreme Court, does not sufficiently safeguard 
our long-standing religious traditions, then we need 
another constitutional amendment. 


Religious Cominform in action 

“A religious Cominform in the service of atheistic im- 
perialism” was [1 Quotidiano’s description of the Pan- 
Orthodox Conference held at Moscow in mid-July with 
the official blessing of the Soviet Government. Events are 
proving the accuracy of the description. From Leningrad 
the Patriarch of the Rumanian Orthodox Church ap- 
plauded the denunciation of the concordat with the Holy 
See. The Patriarch, a Communist elected to office in May 
by CP pressure, had more to cheer about later. The con- 
cordat was torn up “to ensure full freedom of religion 
as guaranteed by the constitution of the Rumanian Peo- 
ple’s Republic,” and legislation prohibiting “all foreign 
religious intervention on Rumanian territory” went into 
effect on August 4. All gifts to churches from abroad 
must be approved by the Foreign Minister; appointments 
of the Catholic clergy must be made through state au- 
thorities; “an anti-democratic attitude” is legal ground 
for immediate removal of any cleric or “religious official” 
from his pastoral charge; the number of dioceses of any 
denomination has been fixed by the Government, with 
one bishop allowed for every 750,000 Catholics. In 
Moldavia, the Vatican radio disclosed on August 5, “re- 
education courses” are being given in Orthodox monas- 
teries by teachers supplied from Moscow who explain 
the function of the Church in a communist state. In 
Bulgaria the Clergymen’s Union praised the Moscow 
Conference for having “given a complete orientation to 
the Orthodox Churches” and dutifully damned Protestant 
ecumenicism and Catholicism alike as agents of “im- 
perialistic capitalism.” The head of the Orthodox Church 
in Finland has been told by Metropolitan Alexei of 
Leningrad that he had best accept the canonical juris- 
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diction of Moscow. The Polish Orthodox Metropolitan 
Dionysius, who had refused, was deprived of office and 
is under house arrest. The Russian Legation at Tel-Aviv 
has begun registering Russian Orthodox clergymen in 
Palestine who have maintained personal control of church 
properties in the Holy Land since the days of the Czars. 
In this country the Moscow-pledged Orthodox are cir- 
culating an attack on the “Theophilites,” the majority 
group who agree with Metropolitan Theophilus Pashov- 
sky in repudiating union with the Moscow Patriarchate 
because of its subservience to Stalinism. The “religious 
Cominform” is functioning in high gear. 


Somewhere to lay their heads 

Emphasizing the social responsibility of the faith in 
his address to the recent Convention of the National 
Council of Catholic Women, Archbishop Robert E. 
Lucey of San Antonio reminded his hearers that “even 
the Son of God needed food and clothing and a place 
to lay His head.” A place for God’s children to lay 
their heads in decent homes constitutes the gravest social 
problem of the hour in Chile; and Catholic Action there, 
as reported by CIP, has undertaken a campaign to “form 
the public conscience” and to “propose appropriate 
measures.” Both Christian concern and practical pro- 
posals are desperately needed: one-fifth of the population 
is ill housed and workers’ families have no hope of 
acquiring a home because they cannot meet the condi- 
tions for normal loans and mortgages. Government inter- 
vention is obviously indicated. Indeed, so vast is the 
problem—with 400,000 new homes urgently needed today 
and a growing population requiring 10,000 new homes 
a year—that the cost of the program must be spread 
over twenty years, in the analysis of Auxiliary Bishop 
Augusto Salinas Fuenzalida of Santiago. A committee 
of Catholic Action on Workers’ Homes is pressing for 
the assignment of building lots to workers, the organiz- 
ing of cooperatives to help construction, revision of 
legislation to enable the Credit Institution for People’s 
Housing to expand its activities and include the partici- 
pation of municipal authorities. “If Christianity is to 
have any meaning for a tired and wretched world, 
Christians must justify their faith,’ Archbishop Lucey 
asserted in New Orleans. In Chile, a land of social 
unrest and a center of communist activity, the Christians 
of Catholic Action are showing by their concern for 
decent housing that the faith has a manifest meaning 
for workingmen. 


Prosperity on the farm 

To emphasize for businessmen the lush market they 
can continue to expect among the nation’s farmers, 
Business Week recently spelled out what farm dollars 
mean today in terms of purchasing power compared with 
1940, In that last pre-war year, for a two-door Buick 
Super Sedan, factory list price $995, the farmer had to 
give in exchange 13.8 head of cattle. In July, 1948, the 
farmer could buy the same sedan, factory list price now 
$1,845, for 7.5 head. To purchase a Westinghouse re- 
frigerator, list price $215, he had to give in 1940 no 


less than 14.6 acres of corn. In July, 1948, the same 
refrigerator, with the list price advanced to $269.95, 
cost him only 3.4 acres. Obviously, the size of 1948 farm 
income, which may well equal 1947’s record-breaking 
$30.5 billion, is good news to businessmen. A similar 
comparison, however, shows that industrial workers have 
not done so well as the farmers. In 1940, a carpenter 
had to work 473 eight-hour days, at union-scale wages, 
to buy a six-room house. Today he has to work 739 days. 
A dues-paying member of the United Auto Workers had’ 
to put in 21 hours in 1940 to pay for an inexpensive suit 
of clothes. To buy the same suit now, he has to work 
35 hours. Unskilled workers, though, are somewhat better 
off. For a small new automobile, a common laborer in 
a’steel mill had to put in 140 days in 1940. He can buy 
the same car today with 124 days’ work. Among other 
things, these comparisons indicate how badly pinched 
all those are who must live on fixed incomes, or whose 
wages have lagged behind the national average. 


Children’s Crusade 

Hard upon the assassination of UN Palestine Mediator 
Folke Bernadotte, Trygve Lie, UN Secretary General, 
ever alert to the main chance, placed upon the General 
Assembly agenda his pet project—formation of a United 
Nations armed guard of from 300 to 3,000 men. The 
guard force, to be recruited on an international basis, 
would be used to “protect UN personnel, supervise pleb- 
iscites and prevent aggravation of situations threatening 
the peace.” Its weapons would consist solely of side-arms. 
The U.S. delegation is expected to give strong support 
to the proposal. Before the Assembly approves, however, 
it might look into the curious case of the “first inter- 
national police force” of twenty-eight uniformed UN 
guards which Mr. Lie dispatched with much fanfare to 
Palestine on June 20. It was said at the time that the 
formation of that token UN force was expected to 
“strengthen the Secretary General’s campaign for the 
establishment of a permanent UN guard force.” Accord- 
ing to press reports at the time of their departure, the 
volunteer police carried neither food nor medical sup- 
plies; but they did have insect repellents and sunburn 
lotion. Each carried an unloaded Smith and Wesson re- 
volver. Count Bernadotte was to decide whether they 
should be loaded. As they left by plane from New York, 
Mr. Lie admonished them to remember, “You have one 
command, the United Nations and its Mediator.” Upon 
arrival in Palestine, some of the force were assigned to 
guard the Mediator’s headquarters, and some to patrol 
the vital Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road. What happened there- 
after is shrouded in mystery. Were any of them on hand 
when Count Bernadotte was beset by one jeepload of 
Jews? It is rumored that all but six had long since 
straggled back to the United States, for all the world like 
survivors of a modern Children’s Crusade. Many of the 
returnees were reported to have lost weight, the result, 
they claimed, of a diet featuring watermelons and squash. 
All in all, Mr. Lie’s experiment does not seem to have 
come off too brilliantly. In the absence of the major mili- 
tary forces originally proposed under the UN Charter, 
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there is much to commend the formation of “an efficient 
force of guards which can march beside the UN flag in 
troubled areas and perhaps avert such incidents as Count 
Bernadotte’s assassination.” But let the Assembly make 
sure they are real police; these are no times for opera 
bouffe. (Note:—Four people were killed and three others 
wounded on September 22 when Arabs ambushed an 
Israeli convoy traveling under the UN flag on the Tel- 


Aviv road.) 


Red faces in Wall Street 

According to Robert H. Fetridge, financial writer of 
the New York Times, there were red faces in Wall Street 
several weeks ago when a Manhattan court temporarily 
enjoined a gentleman named Frederick N. Goldsmith 
from sending his weekly market-service letter to his 
gullible customers. A veteran in the field of financial 
crystal-ball gazing, Goldsmith developed a novel system 
which proved to be as satisfactory to his clients as it was 
lucrative to himself. (His take last year was $39,000.) 
The basis of the Go!dsmith system, so the court proceed- 
ings revealed, is the alert and assiduous reading of 
newspaper comics. For instance, one day Goldsmith noted 
that Jiggs, a character in “Bringing Up Father,” re- 
marked: “The intermissions are the only good thing 
about this show.” To the market expert, this was ob- 
viously a tip to buy Mission Oil stock, and the tip was 
accordingly passed on to his clients. (Yes, Mission Oil 
went up.) Helpful as the comic strips are, Goldsmith 
does not rely on them exclusively. He counts also on 
information which he receives through seances with the 
late J. P. Morgan and other departed financiers. When 
the New York State Attorney General, Nathaniel L. Gold- 
stein, questioned several of Goldsmith’s clients about the 
value of the market letter, they said that it was as good 
as similar tip sheets, if not better. Indeed, one well- 
known Stock Exchange firm so greatly valued Goldsmith’s 
perspicacity that it regularly posted his letter on a bulletin 
board for the financial enlightenment of its customers. 
The obligation incumbent on us, along with all men, to 
practise charity, leads us to omit several very obvious 
reflections on this tragi-comedy. 


UN “socialistic”? 

Frank E. Holman, president of the American Bar 
Association, is quite alarmed over the UN Draft Declara- 
tion of Human Rights. He fears that, if given effect in 
the proposed Covenant, it will promote “state socialism.” 
Why? Because it threatens the concept of private prop- 
erty underlying all liberty, sanctions unrestricted tres- 
pass, nullifies immigration laws in favor of “liberty of 
movement,” and will occasion civil disorders under the 
guise of “freedom of religion.” Actually, the right to 
own private property is laid down just as explicitly in 
the Declaration as in our Federal Constitution. Article 15 
reads: “1) Everyone has the right to own property, alone 
as well as in association with others. 2) No one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his property.” Freedom of move- 
ment is restricted to “within each state.” Every person’s 
right to leave any country is protected, but that does not 
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ensure him the right to enter another country without 
its permission, unless he is seeking “asylum from perse- 
cution.” This right may need further restriction. Why 
should freedom of religion occasion civil disorders? Ours 
deesn’t. What upsets Mr. Holman is the “crusading” and 
“revolutionary” spirit of the UN Commission. It just 
happens that the peoples of the world are being chal- 
lenged by a crusading, revolutionary spirit hostile to 
these rights. How can we meet this challenge unless we 
show the same zeal and gear our protections to modern 
needs by adding new social and economic guarantees? 
Russia objects to these efforts. But why, Mr. Holman? 


New labor group in Italy 

Despite communist appeals for “labor unity”—an in- 
sincere and hackneyed device familiar to American trade 
unionists—the annual congress of the Catholic Associa. 
tion of Italian Workers (ACLI), which is not a labor 
union but a religious and cultural group, voted on Sep- 
tember 17 to establish a new “free” labor federation, 
After the political strikes which followed the attempted 
assassination of communist boss Palmiro Togliatti last 
July, it was obvious that the non-communist workers 
would be forced to withdraw from the Moscow-dominated 
General Confederation of Labor (AM—7/31, pp. 385- 
87). It had become clear that the Communists, with their 
customary scorn for solemn agreements, had no intention 
of honoring their pledge not to use the CGIL as a politi- 
cal weapon. 


A “free” union 
Only two questions remained to be answered: 1) 
would the new labor federation be a confessional, ice. 
a Catholic union, or a “free” union open to all workers 
who believe in non-political unionism; 2) in the latter 
case, would the right-wing Socialist and Republican ele- 
ments join with their Catholic brothers or remain in the 
CGIL in the forlorn hope of winning concessions from 
the Communists. By an overwhelming majority, the 
ACLI in congress answered the first question by voting 
to create a “free” union not aligned with the Christian 
Democratic Party, or any other party. The second ques- 
tion remains to be answered, although such a shrewd 
labor leader as David Dubinsky, President of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers, is certain that the 
answer will be affirmative. Recording his impressions of a 
recent trip through Western Europe, Mr. Dubinsky wrote 
in the New Leader for September 18: 
The Christian Democratic unions have already left 
the communist-controlled Italian Confederation of 
Labor. The genuine democratic socialist forces, led 
by Saragat, and the other democratic elements 
inside the Italian Confederation of Labor are also 
bound to leave, sooner or later... . 

I am sure that in the near future there will be 
organized a united, free and democratic Italian trade- 
union movement free from political control. 

If this prediction comes true, the communist fifth column 
will be dealt the first in a series of blows that will 
eventually eliminate it as a threat to Italian peace and 


security. 
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Washington Front 








This is written at the start of Gov. Thomas E. Dewey’s 
first long sortie westward in the campaign of 1948, and 
al a moment when there seems to be more concern among 
Republicans over the possibility of losing a half-dozen 
U.S. Senate seats than over the Presidential election it- 
self. What does it profit Mr. Dewey to win the Presidency 
if he looks across the ramparts to find the Senate in 
Democratic control? This is the question alarmed Re- 
publicans ask. 

It isn’t quite that bad, of course. It is an odds-on 
wager that Mr. Dewey would be happy to load the family 
bric-a-brac on a van headed for the Potomac regardless 
of how onerous were the conditions attached. Yet there 
is no doubt that if the Democrats should win the Senate 
despite a GOP Presidential victory, it would be a severe 
jolt to Mr. Dewey’s hopes to bring about the big house- 
cleaning he has promised if he gets to Washington. 

It happens that a large section of the thirty-two Senate 
seats at stake this fall are in the South, where there is no 
real chance of Republican victories. It happens also that 
in the northern or border states where Republican-held 
Senate seats are at stake, numerous GOP Senators are 
in real trouble. Mr. Dewey knows this, and will devote 
much of his attention in coming weeks to trying to help 
save the Senate for his party. 


Senator Joseph H. Ball of Minnesota, who has earned 
the bitter opposition of organized labor, is threatened 
with defeat before the attacks of the Democratic Mayor 
Hubert Humphrey of Minneapolis. Mr. Ball bolted Mr. 
Dewey for Franklin Roosevelt in 1944, and many Re- 
publicans have never forgiven him. But Mr. Dewey is 
overlooking this apostasy in the exigency of today, and 
will campaign for Mr. Ball. Republican Senator Chap- 
man Revercomb has a fight in West Virginia; and so 
have Senator George Wilson in lowa, Senator Edward . 
Robertson in Wyoming, Senator John Sherman Cooper 
in Kentucky. Today’s odds in the fight for the Oklahoma 
seat being vacated by Republican Senator Ed Moore are 
with the Democrats. So the Republicans have occasion 
for worry. 

The GOP believes it can pick up the Montana Senate 
seat now held by James E. Murray, and has hopes of a 
New Mexico victory with Patrick J. Hurley. But the 
Republican Senate margin is meager, only 51-45 today. 
A shift of three seats means a 48-48 Senate; a shift of 
four means the GOP loses control and that Mr. Dewey, 
as President, might be faced with constant guerrilla war- 
fare. 

“Would that be bad?” ask the Democrats. If there is no 
Democratic President in the White House to check the 
conservative Martin-Halleck-Taber-Knutson leadership, 
should there not be a check in the Senate? Almost cer- 
tainly this would mean stalemate. It’s a question the 
country must answer in the next six weeks. 

CHARLES Lucey 
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The officially “secular” Government of Madras, in South 
India, is showing a very unsecular partiality for the 
Hindu religion, reports NC News Service, Sept. 20. 
Harijans (members of the depressed classes) who remain 
good Hindus are eligible for certain concessions and 
privileges meant to lift them from their general condition 
of poverty and misery. If they become converts either 
to Mchammedanism or Christianity, the privileges cease. 
This is but one more example of the difficulties being 
thrown in the way of the Church in India, others of 
which were noted in this column, Aug. 28. 

PSince there are only sixty or seventy shopping days 
before Christmas, we put in nomination for a high place 
on the shopping list Msgr. Ronald Knox’ Book of Psalms 
in Latin and English, neatly got up in a pocket edition 
by Sheed and Ward for five dollars. Monsignor Knox 
gives us a translation that brings home the fact that the 
Psalms are poetry, and great poetry. For example, Ps. 44 
(Eructavit cor meum verbum bonum) : 


Joyful the thoughts that well up from my heart, 
the King’s honor for my theme; my tongue flows 
readily as the pen of a swift writer. Thine is more 
than mortal beauty, thy lips overflow with gracious 
utterance. . . . Ride on triumphant in the name of 


faithfulness and justice. Dread counsel thy own 

might shall give thee; sharp are thy arrows sub- 

duing nations to thy will. ... 
> A useful book to have around is Catholic Authors, 
1930-1947, edited by Rev. Matthew Hoehn, O.S.B., and 
published at St. Mary’s Abbey, Newark, N. J. It gives a 
biographical sketch of 620 Catholic authors of various 
nationalities who have been published in English during 
the time covered. Some 800 pages in length, it is priced 
at ten dollars. 
> The Capuchin Annual, 1948, published by the Irish 
Capuchins (Church St., Dublin. $3) lives up to the motto 
it inherits from the Four Masters: “For the glory of God 
and the honor of Ireland.” Its six hundred pages of 
essays, poems, photographs and reproductions of paint- 
ings are the kind of thing that keep you standing on one 
foot in the library while the reference book you came 
for is forgotten. Highlight of the book is the 77-page 
section (with over forty photographs) devoted to the 
late F. J. McCormick, star of the Abbey Theatre. 
> The Christophers (121 E. 39th St., New York 16, N. Y.) 
announce the publication, Oct. 15, of their new book 
You Can Change the World, “an ABC for the average 
person who is becoming more and more disturbed by the 
rapid trend towards paganism, yet feels helpless and 
frustrated only because he is not aware of the role he 
can play, personally and individually, in reversing that 
trend.” (Longmans, Green. 400p. $3.) C. K. 
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Editorials 








Count Bernadotte’s message 


Eight years ago, when the Communists were shouting 
“This is an imperialist war,” Dr. Ralph Bunche, pro- 
fessor of Political Science at Howard University in 
Washington, D. C., and now Acting Mediator in Pales- 
tine, frankly warned his own Negro people against a 
mistaken political orientation. Such “imperialist” talk, 
said Dr. Bunche, 


is beside the fundamental point, and the Communists 
well know it. The vital war question for us is “who 
will win it?” England, and France before her col- 
lapse, have given recognition to the basic concepts 
of the democratic way of life, even though guilty of 
serious violations of the rights of subjects. . . . It 
would seem that the Communists can now condemn 
imperialism with bad grace in view of the adven- 
tures of the Soviet Union in Poland, Finland, the 
Baltic States and Bessarabia. (Journal of Negro 
Education, October, 1940, p. 577.) 


The man who spoke with such clarity and decision in 
1940 spoke with equal clarity and decision on September 
18 of this year when, as principal United Nations repre- 
sentative in Palestine, he told the Israeli Government 
that it must take “full responsibility” for the assassina- 
tion of Count Folke Bernadotte, the UN Mediator, and 
of his French aide, Col. André Serot, an event which “is 
an outrage against the international community, and an 
unspeakable violation of elemental morality.” 

Dr. Bunche pointed out that the assassination occurred 
in the Jewish part of Jerusalem and that the safe conduct 
of Count Bernadotte and of his lieutenants “under the 
ordinary rules of law and order was a responsibility of 
the Provisional Government of Israel, whose armed 
forces and representatives control and administer the 
area.” He further added the view that “prejudicial and 
unfounded statements” by Mr. Moshe Shertok, Foreign 
Minister of Israel and the Israeli Army operations chief, 
were not “the kind of statements which would be calcu- 
lated to discourage reprehensible acts of this kind.” (Mr. 
Shertok’s words, given at a news conference, were a 
disparagement of the existing Palestinian truce.) 

Dr. Bunche’s words were the subject of immediate 
criticism from Zionist leaders. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
head of the American section of the World Zionist 
Organization, stated that Dr. Bunche “has ended his 
usefulness as a possible mediator in the situation,” and 
that it was a “distortion” to charge the Israel Govern- 
ment with what took place. 

Dr. Bunche’s words, however, were carefully chosen. 
Whatever might or might not be estimated as to the 
effects of the Foreign Minister’s language to which he 
objected, his basic point remains: if the new state of 
Israel is to be considered as a sovereign state—and as a 
possible candidate for membership in the United Nations 
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—it must be able to control the revolutionary desper. 
adoes within its own area. It is definitely encouraging 
that the Israel Government announces the inauguration 
of ruthless measures against any form of terrorism. But 
the nub of the matter is plainly put by Hanson Y. 
Baldwin in the New York Times for Sept. 20: 


The assassination of Count Folke Bernadotte in 
Jerusalem sharply poses two major problems—one 
of them a problem of the State of Israel, the other 
the problem of the United Nations. . . . No govern- 
ment can endure if it tolerates within its body politic 
men who hold that the end justifies any means and 
who act upon this pernicious philosophy. The Stern 
gang and the Irgun should be—once and for all— 
outlawed, suppressed and imprisoned, or Palestine 
will never have peace. This is the problem of Israel 


The problem of the United Nations is a simple 
one. The death of Bernadotte poses its futility as 
sharply as any issue yet has done. If a jeepload of 
men with tommy-guns can stop one of the UN’s 
highest servants and do him to death without retri- 
bution, where is the UN’s power and what its worth? 
Bernadotte should have had a UN guard force to 
help him. (Cf. “Children’s Crusade,” p. 583) 

The grimness of the tragedy is heightened by the appear- 
ance of the UN Mediator’s report a few days after his 
slaying. Bernadotte takes the firm position that a “Jewish 
state exists in Palestine and there are no sound reasons 
for assuming it will not continue to do so.” The boun- 
daries of this state must be revised and fixed; but the 
Mediator evidently sees no possibility of any safety or 
peace in Jerusalem without “special and separate treat- 
ment,” which would mean the tutelage of the UN; and 
international guarantees should be provided as “a means 
of allaying existing fears, and particularly with regard to 
boundaries and human rights.” 

It is difficult to see at what other conclusions any 
mediator could arrive; and they are certainly those 
adopted by the Acting Mediator. For that reason it would 
seem, especially to those who are concerned about the 
Holy Places of Palestine, that the Acting Mediator’s use- 
fulness, far from having ended, has only just begun. 

At Cairo, Count Bernadotte is reported to have said: 

If I succeed in this mission which has been entrust- 

ed to me, I shalk not be proud. Man cannot do any- 

thing alone. He must have the help of Almighty God. 

So if I succeed I shall know whom to thank. 

The UN General Assembly, now deliberating in Paris, 
can thank God if they reach a right decision on Pales- 
tine in this terrible moment. 


Vandalism in Palestine 


Secretary Marshall’s prompt approval of the Bernadotte 
report on Palestine and his urgent appeal to the Assembly 
and the parties involved “to accept the propesals in 
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their entirety as the best possible basis for bringing 
peace to a distracted land” are a laudable example of 
the initiative we have a right to expect from our UN 
representatives. And the favorable response he has elicited 
from so many member nations gives grounds for hope 
that the UN will soon take the vital decisions which the 
martyred Mediator begged for. It is too much to expect, 
however, that his recommendations will be carried out 
“in their entirety”; both Arabs and Israeli may justly 
object to some of the details. What may be hoped is that 
the Assembly will speedily enact all the major proposals 
of the report. Among the most important, for permanent 
peace in Palestine, is the Count’s conclusion that Jeru- 
salem must be internationalized, “with full safeguards 
for the protection of the holy places and sites and free 
access to them.” No durable peace in Palestine may be 
expected unless this recommendation, part of the original 
Assembly proposal, is faithfully carried out. 

But while this and similar measures may, as we hope, 
effect the final pacification of Palestine, an immediately 
urgent emergency exists there which Bernadotte’s report 
does not touch: the continued looting and desecration 
of Catholic convents, churches and hospitals, not only by 
fanatical terrorists but by members of Haganah, the 
regular army of Israel. 

On August 20, a formal request for a UN investigation 
of the worsening situation was made by Msgr. Thomas 
J. McMahon, national secretary of the Catholic Near 
East Welfare Association, of which Cardinal Spellman is 
president. Although Msgr. McMahon’s letter is presumed 
to have reached Count Bernadotte, there is nothing in 
the published conclusions of his Report to indicate that 
he favored an immediate UN investigation. Nevertheless, 
the need for such an inquiry has increased rather than 
diminished since Msgr. McMahon addressed his appeal 
to the UN. Another report, dated August 28, from Msgr. 
Anthony Vergani, Vicar General for Galilee, on whose 
testimony Msgr. McMahon based his demand for an 
investigation, describes the looting and “complete empty- 
ing” during August of the Terra Sancta Hospice in 
Haifa, for which Haganah had assumed responsibility 
on June 8. A delayed report—dated June 28—from Rev. 
Paschal St. John, Superior of Notre Dame in Jerusalem, 
recounts the theft of $10,000 in cash and commodities, 
and the profanation of three chapels. “In the main 
chapel,” he wrote, “we surprised soldiers of both sexes 
dancing in the sanctuary to the tune of a harmonium.” 

Under strong pressure from the UN, the Israeli Gov- 
ernment has shown, however belatedly, that it can cope 
with even such fanatics as the Stern Gang and the Irgun 
Zvai Leumi. The looting, pillaging and profanation of 
Catholic institutions by Haganah regulars is becoming 
too frequent to be passed off longer as “isolated trans- 
gressions by irresponsible individuals.” Will the Ben 
Gurion Government postpone drastic action against the 
irresponsible elements within its own army, as it did in 
the case of the terrorists, until another Bernadotte inci- 
dent, perhaps in some Catholic institution, exhausts the 
patience, not only of the UN, but of the whole Christian 
world as well? 


Revise the Sherman Act 


It is almost true to say that no American corporation 
amounts to much unless it has run afoul of the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act. This is one excellent reason why that 
deceptively simple law, which has been from the very 
start a gold mine for lawyers, stands in urgent need of 
thorough investigation and overhauling. Except for the 
Volstead Act, we can recall at the moment no law that 
has been violated with less compunction, or has failed 
more signally to achieve the purpose for which it was 
framed. Under this Act, which was supposed to preserve 
a competitive economy, we have become in a short half- 
century a nation dominated by a hundred sprawling, 
more-or-less monopolistic corporations. Practically every 
one of our basic industries is dominated today by three 
or four giants, and the trend toward concentration con- 
tinues. Unless the next Congress devotes a great deal of 
attention to this problem, it will be too late to reverse 
the trend. Maybe it is too late already. 

One of the difficulties in this simple law is, paradoxi- 
cally, its obscurity. On any number of occasions in the 
past ten years, the Justice Department has charged busi- 
nessmen with violating the law, and on almost every 
occasion the accused have indignantly, and with seeming 
sincerity, denied any guilt. The law apparently leaves 
a twilight zone where a man cannot tell whether he is 
breaking the rules or not. 

The latest case of this kind is the civil suit filed on 
September 15 by Attorney General Clark against the 
“Big Four” meat packers—Swift, Armour, Wilson and 
Cudahy. The Government charges the companies, which 
account for more than half the Federally-inspected 
slaughtering in the country, with suppressing competi- 
tion by agreeing on the amount of livestock each will 
buy and thereby controlling the amount of meat each 
will sell, by selling at approximately the same prices and 
terms of sale, and by selling at “loading” rather than 
“delivered” weights. The methods of business which 
these companies follow, according to Herbert A. Bergson, 
Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Anti-Trust 
Division, are so permeated with monopolistic practices 
that mere regulation will afford little relief. Accordingly, 
the Government is petitioning the courts to split the “Big 
Four” into no less than fourteen separate and competing 
concerns. 

To this suit the companies replied with a unanimous 
afirmation of their innocence. Armour said that it had 
never conspired with anyone; Cudahy denied all charges; 
Swift insisted it had violated no law. And the American 
Meat Institute called the Government charges “nonsense.” 

Amid these charges and denials, the public is naturally 
puzzled, and wonders where the truth lies. It will con- 
tinue to wonder for a good long time; which brings up 
another aspect of the Sherman Act that badly needs con- 
gressional attention. 

Between the original charges and the final decision of 
the courts, altogether too much time elapses. On Septem- 
ber 17, to cite a recent case, Judge John C. Knox, in 
Federal Court for Southern New York, enjoined the 
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American Optical Company, Bausch & Lomb, and thirty- 
three other defendants from a whole litany of restrictive 
practices, including price-fixing. On eight of the defend- 
ants, including Bausch & Lomb, the Court imposed fines 
totaling $29,500. This suit was instituted by the Justice 
Department in 1940! 

If a law is to be effective, it must be clear, strictly 
enforced and supported by adequate sanctions. In all 
these respects the Sherman Act appears to be defective. 
If the people still desire to achieve the end for which 
the Act was originally passed, they should see to it that 
it goes back to Congress for a thorough job of legislative 
repair. 


Warren on unity 


Governor Warren’s opening speech of the campaign at 
Salt Lake City ran counter to American political folk- 
ways. He actually admitted that “no party has a patent 
on progress, a copyright on governmental principles,” 
or a monopoly of competent leadership. In this irenic 
tone he put in a word for a “vigorous—but friendly” 
campaign. It is especially important now, he declared, to 
promote national unity instead of creating divisions: We 
shouldn’t call each other names. American political his- 
tory verifies what Mr. Warren said about the way our 
people have reposed confidence now in one party, now 
in the other, depending on “the condition of the parties 
at the moment” and “the leadership available at a par- 
ticular time.” 

And surely all but the staunchest partisans will 
agree with him that none of our unsolved problems can 
be laid entirely at the door of either major party. In the 
field of foreign policy, we have already stated our earnest 
plea that bipartisan unity be not endangered at this criti- 
cal season (Am. 9/4 p. 484). Russia may, indeed, have 
timed her blockade of Berlin on June 28 to precipitate 
a Crisis at a moment when we, presumbly, would be 
distracted by domestic political dog-fights. We should be 
playing into her hands if we let the ardors of the Presi- 
dential campaign affect the stand we are taking in 
Europe. 

Mr. Warren’s appeal, of course, happens to be good 
political strategy. It reminds us of President Jefferson’s 
classic benevolence in his First Inaugural: “We have 
called by different names brethren of the same principle. 
We are all republicans—we are all federalists.” Victors 
can talk that way. Every sign points to a Republican 
victory in November. From their point of view, the less 
fuss made about it the better. President Truman, how- 
ever, has a different problem and hence a different strat- 
egy. He has to outpunch Henry Wallace as well as to 
overcome the natural inclination of Americans to. switch 
Administrations after sixteen years of incumbency. He 
has to produce the display of political fireworks that will 
bring out the vote. He has promised to “fight hard” and 
to “give ‘em hell.” If it leads to more interest in the 
campaign it may serve its purpose. For democracy can 
survive very tough opposition, but it cannot survive 


popular lethargy. 
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The voice of religion 


Persons who apply themselves to the eternally fruitless 
task of trying to exterminate religion always forget one 
simple fact. The more ingenious and malicious the as. 
sault, the greater the opportunity provided for the voice 
of religion to make itself heard in the world. 

The despicable plan that recently came to light 
(NC News 9/20/48) for the destruction of the Church in 
Czechoslovakia—modeled upon the Hitler-Goebbels ma. 
chinations at their worst—called forth the ringing pas- 
toral of the Czechoslovak bishops, replying point by 
point to the regime’s accusations and reproaches. 

While in Germany Soviet propaganda is trying to capi- 
talize upon the country’s distress and the social disorders 
of the time, the German hierarchy has pointed out that 
these same disorders have their root in the disturbed 
and partially destroyed order of the relationship between 
man and God, and declares: “A new social and economic 
order and security for the workers must rest on the 
foundation of Christ. . . . In the family, the state and 
the world, order can only be effected by human beings 
who carry an order in themselves.” 

In Amsterdam, the World Council of Churches, repre- 
senting a large and enlightened sector of Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox opinion, raised its voice in affirming 
that “no state may claim absolute sovereignty, or make 
laws without regard to the commandments of God and 
the welfare of mankind. It must accept its responsibility 
under the governance of God, and its subordination to 
the law, within the society of nations.” 

At the center of Christendom, Pope Pius XII has 
spoken publicly no less than eight times in twelve days. 
Talking to Catholic scientists on September 12, the Holy 
Father scathingly denounced the misuse of the powerful 
technical methods that science has devised, so that they 
become “terrible means with which to carry out injustice, 
slavery and cruelty.” But when, instead, they are used 
and managed by a human society that fears God and 
obeys His laws, the Pope said, then technical advance- 
ment may be “subordinated in accordance with the 
divine will to the dignity, freedom and earthly happiness 
of men and especially to eternal happiness.” 

The Catholic youth of the world were exhorted by the 
Pope to work for the establishment of a democratic form 
of life based on social justice. Only through religion, 
he asserted, can nations find the moral strength to create 
a social system that will prevent exploitation of the 
individual and enable members of the collectivity to enjoy 
equal rights. And to ensure the formation of such a 
society Catholic youth must work at three tasks: atheistic 
communism should be fought until “it has disappeared 
from the world”; spiritual values should triumph over 
material values, and, finally, social misery must be erased 
through “justice and love.” 

Religion today exposes and denounces diabolism; pro- 
claims eternal spiritual values; and pleads for a social 
and political order based upon righteousness. Those who 
are now debating in the assemblies and parliaments of 
the world can ill afford to be deaf to its testimony. 
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Thomas P. Neill, Ph.D., is Associate Projessor of History 
at St. Louis University. From his special studies in Euro- 
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fruitless “ pean History, Dr. Neill has acquired a broad and compre- 
rget one Protestant version hensive grasp of the economic and 
| the as. : political factors involved in the Prot- 
he voice Thomas P. Neill estant Revolution. 
to light | Early in the nineteenth century Joseph de Maistre likened of money in order to receive the indulgence. The simple 
hurch in | the ideas of Voltaire and Rousseau to counterfeit coin assertion that indulgences were sold has been discredited 
els ma- which, he wrote, “is struck in the first instance by great as bad history. 
ing pas- criminals, and is afterwards passed on by honest folk Nor is this the only item of misinformation in the Life 
oint by who perpetuate the crime without knowing what they article which must be charged up to ignorance or malice. 
. do.” De Maistre’s simile applies equally well to the Prot- Another example is the worn-out charge that the Jesuits 
to capi- estant legend of the religious revolt of the sixteenth cen- taught “the end justifies the means.” The editors of Life 
isorders tury. This legend, which passed as good coin in America follow the old pattern of controversial historical writing 
out that until recent years, has been exposed as counterfeit by by quoting the Jesuit Busembaum to the effect that “when 
isturbed scientific historical research over the last half-century. the end is lawful, the means are also lawful.” But they 
between Today, therefore, no competent historian—be he Cath- neglect to tell their readers that this statement follows a 
onomic olic, Protestant or non-Christian—accepts as true the old discussion in which Father Busembaum has specifically 
on the controversialist version of the Protestant Revolt against outlawed wrongful means, that he is saying, in effect, 
ate and | the Catholic Church. Nevertheless, popularizers of history that if the means are indifferent then they are justified 
beings continue to repeat, parrot-like, the phrases of this dis- by a good end. 
credited account of how the religious revolt occurred. So it is with any number of other outmoded charges, 
, Tepre- Thus, either in ignorance or through bias, they sin such as the statement that more than 10,000 Huguenots 
int and | against historical truth by passing on counterfeit coin were killed in the St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre at the 
firming which competent historians have now discovered to be order of the French rulers. Historians today know that 
r make false. the king and his mother ordered one man, or possibly 
od and The most recent popularization of the Protestant three men, killed. It is also well known, on Huguenot 
sibility legend on the religious revolt was presented in the June authority, that about 2,000—not 10,000—were killed by 
tion to 14 issue of Life magazine, as the eighth in its series on the rioting Parisian populace, and that the Huguenots 
the history of Western culture. The article in Life pre- committed similar massacres whenever they had the 
IT has tends to be an objective account of the Protestant Revolt, strength of numbers to do so. 
> days. presumably based on extensive research by the maga- Another typical misstatement in Life is the charge that 
> Holy zine’s editorial staff, apparently utilizing the latest his- “the Church banned the reading of vernacular transla- 
werful torical research on the subject. But the result is an tions [of the Bible].” Historians are now aware that 
it they account which makes little or no use of such recognized vernacular translations circulated quite freely before 
ustice, non-Catholic historians as Albert Hyma, F. C. Palm, or Luther’s day, and that none of them was banned until 
> used Henry S. Lucas—the latter a recent convert to the Church after the Lollard heresy in England, when so many bad 
d and whose writing on the Protestant Revolt was done before translations appeared—counterfeit coin again—that En- 
vance- his conversion. Nor does it use the generally respected glish bishops forbade the reading of English translations 
h the work of such Catholic scholars as Grisar, Constant, Gas- after Wyclif’s time. There were, as a matter of fact, at 
piness quet and Pastor. It is based instead, if we can judge the least ninety-eight editions of the Vulgate by 1500, and 
parentage of a literary child by its appearance, on such there were numerous translations into German, Dutch 
ry the older authors as Preserved Smith, whose work is no and French which the layman could read freely. 
form longer accepted without modification by capable his- It is not chiefly on these scattered errors of fact, how- 
igion, torians. ever, that the Protestant tradition rests today, for they 
create The Life article follows the Protestant tradition on the have been weeded out through long years of historical 
f the religious rebellion by erring against sound scholarship research, and they are now held only by the ignorant or 
enjoy in a number of bald assertions which historians no longer the biased. The Protestant version of the religious rebel- 
ich a offer without adequate explanation. Such, for example, is lion caricatures the true picture in two other principal 
eistic | the matter of “selling indulgences.” Life asserts errone- ways. The first of these is by misrepresenting both the 
eared ously that “Pope Leo X had granted to Albert [Arch- issues at stake in the movement and the leaders’ motives. 
over bishop of Mainz] the privilege of selling indulgences. . . . The second is by omission of essential parts of the story. 
rased They were sold on a sliding scale of prices adjusted to An essential part of the Protestant tradition is the as- 
the sinner’s means and the grossness of his sin.” No com- sertion that the Church was thoroughly corrupt in the 
alan | petent historian writes today of the Church’s “selling sixteenth century, and that the Protestants broke from it 
ocial { indulgences” without explaining that they were not sim- simply because there was no other way to correct its 
who ply sold, but that some preachers stressed so strongly abuses. Such is the picture presented by Life when it 
ts of the giving of an alms as the good work to be performed states that “it was wholly and solely the intention of most 





that people might believe they had to make an offering 


of the dissident Catholics to reform abuses. . . . The Prot- 
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estant revolution was a result of the moral, political and 
financial corruption of the Roman Catholic Church.” 

No reputable historian maintains that position today. 
All agree that there were abuses—bad abuses—within 
the Church. At the same time, however, competent his- 
torians recognize real vitality within the Church in these 
same days. They point out that there were such saints as 
Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, and Cajetan; that 
there were, indeed, eighty canonized saints from con- 
vents and monasteries alone in the fifteenth century. 
They point out, too, that the popular devotional literature 
of the time indicates a wide interest in good living in the 
days before the Protestant Revolt; that there were many 
flourishing charitable organizations in the early sixteenth 
century; that there was consciousness of the need for 
reform, and that reform was already under way—notably 
in Spain—when the religious revolt occurred. 

Abuses there were, then, but to concentrate on them 
alone is to draw a caricature rather than a true picture 
of the Churcn in Luther’s day. Moreover, historians are 
now agreed that those who broke from the Church were 
not so concerned with these abuses as the Protestant 
legend has pictured. Luther was a heretic before the in- 
dulgence controversy, and his break from the Church 
was essentially on doctrinal grounds. Henry VIII left the 
Church in order to marry Anne Boleyn. 

As a matter of fact, ecclesiastical abuses became worse 
for a time in Germany under Luther, and in England 
under Henry, than they had been before the rebellion in 
those two countries. Neither leader, moreover, was will- 
ing to treat with the Church in order to heal the break 
when abuses could no longer be considered an issue. 
Luther stayed outside the Church mainly for doctrinal 
reasons, Henry for jurisdictional reasons. Both rebuffed 
all attempts to bring them back into the fold. Had their 
concern been to correct abuses in the Church, there was 
no reason for making the break permanent. 

The second gross misrepresentation is the assertion 
that the Protestant leaders left the Church because they 
wanted to worship God freely. Here again Life revives a 
discredited theory in stating that “it was the sundering 
choice between authority and freedom.” Historians now 
agree that there was an almost unbelievable freedom 
within the Church in pre-Protestant days. Freedom to 
‘teach, to publish, to preach was practically unlimited. It 
anything, there was too much freedom within the Church. 
Luther, for example, “freely” taught heresy for several 
years before 1517; and his posting the ninety-five theses 
on the church door was a typical professorial act illus- 
. trative of the freedom of debate on theological problems 
in those days. 

Neither did the Protestant leaders want freedom for 
their followers. For a short time, it is true, Luther naively 
believed that if everyone were free to interpret the Bible 
as he wished, all would agree with him. But when he 
found that each man had his own interpretation, he in- 
sisted on one religion for each state, to which everyone 
should be forced to conform. Thus freedom of choice in 
religion was limited to the ruler alone; all his subjects 
were forced to follow his choice. Those who did not were 
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punished as criminals, with sentences frequently run. 
ning to capital punishment. 

Nor did the Reformers look for social freedom. 
“Christ does not wish to abolish serfdom,” Luther told 
his followers. “What cares He how the lords or princes 
rule? It is God who hangs, quarters, decapitates, slaugh- 
ters and makes war.” Nor did they want political free- 
dom. “We must firmly establish secular law and the 
sword,” Luther proclaimed, “that no one may doubt that 
it is in the world by God’s will and ordinance. . . . Stern, 


‘hard civil rule is necessary in the world. No one need 


think that the world can be ruled without blood. The civil 
sword shall and must be red and bloody. . . . The princes 
of this world are gods, the common people are Satan. 
. .- | would rather suffer a prince doing wrong than a 
people doing right.” 

There was therefore nothing “liberating” about the re- 
ligious upheaval, as the Protestant tradition holds. Large 
groups of people were cut off from the authority of the 
Church, it is true; but they exchanged ecclesiastical au- 
thority for another, harsher authority—that of the ab- 
solute prince. Those who broke from the Church put all 
their chips on the prince. And the prince responded glad- 
ly, for he was anxious to make religion a department of 
state and thus to put one more aspect of his subjects’ life 
under his own control. That is why the German non- 
Catholic authority, Harnack, concludes: “That the Re- 
formation got the upper hand among a portion of German 
people was due first and fore- 
most to the princes, who 
aimed at creating territorial 
churches for themselves and 
being masters in their own 
houses.” In the same vein 
the English non-Catholic his- 
torian Lecky states: “In 
nearly every country where their boasted Reformation 
triumphed, the result is to be mainly attributed to coer- 
cion.” And the great Anglican authority, John Neville 
Figgis, goes so far as to say that “the supreme achieve- 
ment of the Reformation is the modern State.” 

The Protestant legend has been maintained more by 
telling only part of the story than in any other way. 
Here again the Life article follows the older Protestant 
pattern of history writing. It fails, in the first place, to 
show how purely personal considerations of the leaders 
molded their doctrines and helped shape the course of 
events in the religious upheaval. No competent historian 
tries to explain the Lutheran movement without showing 
that Luther had an abnormal dread of hell, and that he 
worked out his theory of salvation by trust alone in order 
to guarantee himself salvation, no matter what his con- 
duct in this life might be. 

The student of history cannot understand the tortuous 
course of the religious rebellion in Germany without 
knowing its neurotic leader. For only then can he under- 
stand how Luther flew into uncontrolled rage, now 
against the Pope, now against the German peasants, now 
against those who took literally his original teaching on 
individual interpretation of the Bible. Unless one knows 
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Luther for the shrewd leader he was, one cannot under- 
stand why he turned on the peasants and advised the 
princes to “dash them to pieces, strangle them and stab 
them, secretly or openly, just as one is compelled to kill 
a mad dog.” 

So it is with Henry VIII. Unless one remembers that 
Henry wanted Anne Boleyn and that, unlike her sister. 
she refused to be his unless he made her queen, one can- 
not understand why Henry broke from the Pope’s au- 
thority. Nor, unless he knows how the English king was 
attached to Church doctrine and ritual, can he under- 
stand why Henry was only schismatic, nor why he perse- 
cuted Lutherans and Calvinists as fiercely as he did loyal 
Catholics. An analysis of the Protestant leaders’ per- 
sonalities is therefore an essential part of the story. But 
such an analysis is not to be found in Life’s version of 
the Protestant tradition. 

The Protestant Revolt occurred in a harsh age, and the 
historian who fails to show that Protestants were as 
guilty of harshness and intolerance as Catholics is not a 
good historian. The Inquisition was no more harsh than 
were Calvinists in Geneva, or Zwinglians in Zurich, or 
Lutherans in Germany. In Geneva a child was executed 
for slapping its mother; a man was put to death for 
writing “nonsense” in the margin of Calvin’s /nstitutes; 
others were executed for disagreeing with Calvin’s doc- 
trine; and still others were severely punished for falling 
to sleep during his sermons. In Zurich and through the 
Germanies, Anabaptists were drowned for taking re- 
ligious liberty seriously. These instances could be multi- 
plied. Though they are as essential a part of the story 
as the Inquisition, one does not find these cases of terror- 
ism mentioned in the Protestant account of the religious 
upheaval. 

Nor can the true story be told when important events 
are omitted or glossed over. The article in Life, for ex- 
ample, does not tell how Cardinal Cajetan met with 
Luther to point out which of his ninety-five theses were 
heretical. Nor does it tell that John Eck met Luther in 
debate at Leipzig and that Eck worsted Luther in that 
discussion and forced him into further heresy in order 
that he might retain his original position. Nor does it 
give more than a passing sentence, in which it glosses 
over Luther’s conduct, to the role he played in the Peas- 
ants’ Revolt — an event which historians agree was de- 
cisive in the history of the religious revolution in Ger- 
many. By backing the princes in suppressing the revolt, 
and turning on the peasants, Luther saved his movement, 
but his choice cast a blot on his reputation which Prot- 
estant accounts of the religious revolt carefully ignore. 
So it is with the permission he gave Philip of Hesse to 
have a second wife— on condition that he keep the 
matter secret. These are items which form part of the 
full story — just as much as the “selling of indulgences” 
—and the historian who wants to be objective is bound 
to include them. 

The initial appeal of the new religions lay largely in 
their worldliness— now an accepted fact among first- 
rate historians, but a fact not mentioned in Life. Luther’s 
doctrine, particularly, appealed to the worldly minded — 


and his was a worldly minded age. It offered wives to 
the clergy; it offered bold sinning to the layman; it of- 
fered unlimited secular activity to all, for salvation was 
secured by a simple act of trust. It was an anthropocen- 
tric religion, which let man eat his cake and have it too. 
This is a fact which the historian must bring out to 
explain the attraction which the new religions exerted 
in that secularistic age. 

Historians are agreed that the Protestant Revolt suc- 
ceeded in the sixteenth century mainly because of non- 
religious causes — a point which is not mentioned or is 
glossed over in the older accounts of the religious up- 
heaval. In England, Thomas Cromwell convinced Henry 
that he should create a vested interest in the break from 


‘Rome by passing out confiscated monasteries to the new 


nobility. This Henry did, and thus he created a class 
with a stake in the Protestant Revolt. The same thing 
happened in Germany, in Denmark, in almost every 
country where the movement succeeded. And it was done 
knowingly by the religious leaders, to secure the backing 
of an influential class in Europe. 

The revolting leaders appealed to the ruler, too, by 
offering him control over the new religions. Thus the 
political interest of the ruler and the economic interest 
of the land-owning nobility were bound up with the suc- 
cess of the revolt. And so it was with the middle class, 
the businessmen of Europe, who were particularly at- 
tracted to Calvinist Protestantism because it sanctioned 
their economic activity as godly work and it enshrined 
frugality and industry and severity as the virtues of 
God’s Elect. In an age, therefore, when men concentrated 
on worldly activity, the new religions blessed that mun- 
dane life as the Catholic Church had never done. In this 
respect they were “modern.” 

There were many heretics before Luther's time; but 
the Protestant Revolt succeeded in the sixteenth century 
whereas heresy had failed before, because it occurred at 
a time when the secular interests of Europe favored a 
rebellion against the Church. The religious rebels hooked 
their revolution onto the ambition of the king, the no- 
bility and the commercial class. And because worldly 
ambition predominated with these people over spiritual 
interests at this time, the religious revolt succeeded in 
many parts of Europe. It was not the work of the masses 
who, by and large, were forced — often against their 
will and usually without their knowledge — into the 
Protestant ranks, 

To ignore or to gloss over these non-religious reasons 
for the success of the Protestant Revolt is to omit an 
essential part of the story and to intimate that the revolt 
was a purely religious affair. This the Protestant tradi- 
tion has done; and in this way it has sought to paint the 
religious upheaval as a revolt from the Catholic Church 
in the interests of a “purer” and “freer” way of wor- 
shiping God. Such a story ignores the historical schol- 
arship of the last fifty years, and stands at variance with 
the account which passes as good coin among competent 
historians today, an account which is excellently summed 
up in such a work as Henry S. Lucas’ The Renaissance 
and the Reformation. 
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Baby-sitting 


Joseph E. Aberwatd ts an Assistant Editor of the Catholic 
Digest in St. Paul. Mayor Humphrey of Minneapolis, men. 
tioned in Mr. Aberwald’s article as the moving spirit in the 

DFL tactics, has since been nomi- 





politicians 


Joseph E. Aberwald 


nated as a candidate for the U.S. Sen. 
ate from Minnesota. 





“Hi, Mr. Kelly, we’ve come to take you to the caucus.” 

“Caucus? I haven’t heard of any meeting.” 

“We know you haven’t, but things will be changed in 
the Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party from 
now on. People are going to be told about what’s hap- 
pening. Too many folks have been left to believe that 
these pre-convention meetings don’t mean anything, and 
that’s why our party has been dominated by Commun- 
ists. This may be a last chance to throw the Wallace 
backers out of power in this State; you don’t want to 
go to the polls and find the Democrats backing Wallace 
for President, do you?” 

“No, certainly not. I’d better go if it’s that important. 
But where can I get a baby-sitter to stay with my family 
while my wife and I attend?” 

“We're ready for that one too. People have begun to 
call us ‘baby-sitting politicians,’ because we have enlisted 
the aid of college students, too young to vote, who have 
volunteered to baby-sit for the time you're at the meet- 
ing. I’ll call one in and we can be on our way.” 

Through conversations like the above, the big black 
bogie man of politics has been beaten, at least tem- 
porarily, in the State of Minnesota. Through a series of 
quick and united moves, master-minded by the Demo- 
cratic Mayor of Minneapolis, the Commies, who seem to 
control the Wallace party, have been shown the back 
door. 

The whole thing began when preparations were being 
made for the pre-primary party meetings held at pre- 
cincts throughout the State. The Democratic-Farmer- 
Labor Party of Minnesota was composed of two opposite 
factions: the left-wingers who favor Henry Wallace, and 
the right-wingers who are going to back Truman. 

The right-wingers slowly realized that, unless the citi- 
zens of Minnesota were awakened, the well-united Com- 
munists, though in a minority and disguised as Wallace- 
ites, would take over the early caucus meetings of each 
precinct, and that thus the backing of the entire party 
would be thrown behind any candidate the Wallaceites 
wanted in office. This backing would apply to Presiden- 
tial voting as well as to Congress and State offices. 

The young and enthusiastic mayor, Hubert H. Hum- 
phrey, started the “wake-up drive.” By speaking at 
Younger Democratic meetings, he revitalized the mem- 
bers and pushed through the idea that anti-Communists 
had to do something and do it fast. “Get people to the 
caucus somehow. Feed them coffee and doughnuts if 
you have to, but go out and get them.” 

Humphrey was taken at his word; action started 
immediately. Telephone committees were arranged and 
Younger Democratic women promoted the caucus meet- 
ings. Some groups planned to serve lunch; baby-sitting 
groups were formed; house-to-house calls were made by 
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neighbors; the populace was informed of the importance 
of the meetings and the need to attend. Committees 
worked until the last minute before the caucus. 

This fire-ball method paid off. Reports came in that 
some halls were jamming in over 200 voters, while at 
fcrmer meetings about ten people had shown up. 

To describe a typical caucus is to redescribe the fight- 
ing Americans who met the English at Concord. The 
anti-Communists were ready to exchange “ball for ball.” 

At the indicated time a chairman, usually a familiar 
college professor well versed in logic, took the gavel and 
rapped for silence. The issue of political backing was 
brought to the floor and opened for discussion. Wily 
communist stooges proposed Henry Wallace and his plat- 
form, a move which, of course, was met by the vehement 
opposition of the right-wingers, who made known their 
objections. Debate and argument ensued. Time and 
again, the logic of both cases had to be clarified. But 
gradually the left-wingers and their materialistic philos- 
ophy gave way to the program for rights of the individ. 
ual. Greatly outnumbered, the Wallaceites then turned 
angry. In a final storm of protest, those favoring the left- 
wing platform arose in a mass and stormed arrogantly 
from the meeting. They had been beaten and knew it. 

The next morning, newspapers related the DFL caucus 
news. Of the many precincts throughout the State that 
held meetings, the left-wingers won control of a paltry 
few. In Ramsey County, where the strongest right-wing 
faction is centered in St. Paul, 462 delegates of the first 
522 chosen were anti-Wallace. The Duluth right-wingers 
claimed 240 delegates out of 294. These proportions 
mirrored almost all of the other sectional returns. The 
right-wing had definitely seized the balance of power at 
the forthcoming State convention. 

After the complete results were tabulated, the DFL 
State party chairman issued a statement in which he 
maintained that he would acknowledge and “seat all 
duly elected delegates.” The renegade group replied: 
“Although the progressive DFL won a clear majority 
[note this exaggeration] to the State convention over 
the Truman-Humphrey forces, it is obvious that majority 
rule will not prevail at the Brainerd convention.” 

In view of the results of the meetings, one would think 
that the left-wingers would have recognized the wishes of 
the voters. Submission to the majority will evidently 
isn’t the method of a defeated “Wallaceite” politician. In 
the same manner that Wallace bolted the National Demo- 
cratic party, his Minnesota counterparts bolted their own 
State DFL party. Amidst shouts of “unfair,” “illegal” 
and “democracy,” the left-wing condemned the meetings. 
Infuriated Wallace third-party backers swung into ac- 
tion, and a separate party was formed in Minneapolis 
called “Progressive.” 
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Realizing that the handful of delegates they would be 
able to send to the Brainerd convention would not give 
them any voice in the proceedings, the left-wingers chose 
to have their own convention in Minneapolis. At this 
convention, which was carried on at the same time as 
the Brainerd meeting, a slate of “DFL presidential elec- 
tors” was devised and sent to the office of the Secretary 
of State to be filed as the legal representatives of the 
DFL party. As this was the first slate presented, the Sec- 
retary of State was advised to accept it in spite of doubts 
as to its validity. When this news broke, the right- 
wingers immediately filed suit against the “Wallaceites.” 
On September 1 the Supreme Court of the State denied 
the validity of the Wallace slate and upheld the claims of 
the “regulars,” in an opinion which stated: 

If that convention is regularly called, those who 

actually assemble constitute a quorum, and a ma- 

jority of those voting is competent to transact busi- 

ness. The withdrawal of either a majority or mi- 

nority does not affect the right of those remaining 

to proceed with the business of the convention, and 

those withdrawing cannot claim to be the legal party 

convention. 
The left-wingers realized in advance that their illegal 
registration was doomed to failure, and plans were made 
ready to enter their candidate by petition. Signatures of 
2,000 persons must be obtained for each candidate and, 
if this is accomplished, Wallace and Taylor will be filed 
to represent a third party in Minnesota. 

The Brainerd convention found, as was expected, only 
a few left-wingers in attendance; and these, after pre- 
senting arguments in favor of Wallace for President,- 
arguments which they expected would get them nowhere, 
returned to Minneapolis to their own meeting, where the 
hurried party slate was pushed through and filed. With 
the Wallaceites cleared from the immediate scene, the 
Truman-Humphrey faction moved along satisfactorily. 
The most important committee at the Brainerd conven- 
tion was that which checked credentials, as it was ex- 
pected that the communist elements in the State might 
try to send unauthorized representatives to break up the 
conclave. 

In spite of the many subversive means tried by the 
Wallace followers to undermine a legal State party, they 
have been defeated and their voice has been hushed. Any 
influence that the Wallace party can have during State 
and national elections has been held to the minimum. 
Thanks to voters who finally recognized an alert signal, 
possible State control by communism has been tem- 
porarily eliminated. The word “temporary” is necessary, 
because communists won’t give up without more fight. 
The voters of Minnesota must remain alert throughout 
the coming election and all following elections. And not 
only the voters of Minnesota. Citizens in every State can 
take a lesson from the baby-sitting politicians. Com- 
munists crop up everywhere and in all disguises. All 
“Wallaceites” aren’t Communists; but, unfortunately, 
the Wallace philosophy has become an umbrella to shel- 
ter the wily Reds. And those who shelter them will find 
that Communists cannot just be members of a party. 
They mean ultimately to be the party. 


Report from Berlin 





Robert A. Graham 





Berlin—You aren’t in Berlin very long before you realize 
why the Soviets want to push us out and why the 
Americans, British and—to a somewhat lesser extent— 
the French, are fighting tooth and nail to maintain them- 
selves there. For the Soviets, their occupation of the 
Eastern zone counts for nothing if Berlin is not their 
own; and for the Western Powers to lose Berlin is almost 
equivalent to losing Germany itself. 

But it would be misleading to imply that the only 
protagonists in the struggle dramatically carried on by 
means of the air-lift are the wartime allies. To a visitor 
returning to Berlin after an interval of one year, the most 
striking development is that the Berliners themselves are 
playing a vital role in the destiny of their own city. 
There appears hardly any doubt that the people have 
thrown their lot in with the West. The huge gathering 
called at one day’s notice by the three non-communist 
parties, which was conservatively estimated at 250,000, 
was a notification just how strongly the people of Ber- 
lin felt about their fate. By contrast, the feeble attempt 
at an answer staged in the Lustgarten in the Soviet sector 
a few days later was proof enough to observers that the 
Soviets have lost their hold on the people even of their 
own sector. The Soviet-licensed press—such as the 
Taegliche Rundschau, which the Germans call the “Taeg- 
liche Russenschau”—claimed that the Red demonstration 
drew four hundred thousand people. Actually the crowd 
was nowhere near that number, and even some of those 
with banners were departing for their homes at the very 
time that Soviet General Gordeyev was assailing Ameri- 
can imperialism and warmongering. Just before heading 
for the Soviet sector to witness the demonstration, which 
was officially an annual memorial service staged by the 
Association of the Victims of Nazi persecution (VVN) 
but which had been hailed in advance as “an answer of 
the democratic forces to the newly rising fascist reaction 
in Berlin,” 1 was warned of possible trouble and even of 
arrest by Eastern sector policemen. However, I needn’t 
have trembled in my boots as I passed under the Bran- 
denberger Tor into the Soviet sector. The so-called an- 
swer to the huge demonstration staged a few days earlier 
in the Platz der Republik by the Christian Democrats, So- 
cialists and Liberals was as quiet as a Sunday afternoon 
in the park. Even popsicles were sold. 

Although the Soviets in recent weeks have lost con- 
siderable ground in Berlin politically, and the population 
have shown their appreciation of the effort that is going 
into the air-lift, the ending of the blockade appears still 
a matter of months. And there is no assurance that (pos- 
sibly even before these lines greet the reader) a new 
offensive may not be ordered by Moscow. There is, of 
course, a continual war of terror conducted wherever 
the Soviets or their agents are in a position to do so. In 
the Soviet sector a great number of leading personalities 
have been relieved of their employment because of their 


AMERICA OCTOBER 2, 1948 593 


a bit 


ns PNG SE 


dissec 


ach 


Banca 7 A 


oe . 
cee te ee Seni 


eee 
<a a % 





opposition to the SED. And it is reported that one of the 
West-sector policemen who was arrested by East-sector 
policemen in the melée around the Brandenburg Gate 
has been sentenced to eight years at hard labor (in the 
uranium mines of Saxony, the Germans believe). Berlin 
is too great a plum to be lost by the Soviets without such 
efforts. In General Clay they have found a formidable 
antagonist who is not being given all the credit he de- 
serves for the decision to stay and fight for Berlin. 

Can the air-lift be continued into the winter? As a 
hitch-hiker on an Air Force four-engined C-54 from 
Rhein-Main airport near Frankfort to Tempelhof in Ber- 
lin, I put that question to Captain Raymond Kolman. 
He shared the confidence of his chief, General Hoyt 
Vandenberg, that the air-lift could go on indefinitely. 
The only difference that bad weather would make is 
that the time between departures and landing would have 
to be lengthened from three minutes to six minutes. As 
we swung over Tempelhof after a flight of one hour and 
forty minutes with a cargo of 19,000 pounds of macaroni 
and flour (not to mention one correspondent in clerical 
garb), we allowed ourselves to be the guinea pigs for 
students learning to guide the landing of planes through 
radar. When the mists close in on Tempelhof this winter. 
ground-controlled landing will become indispensable. 

But if the Air Force has no doubt of its capacity to 
carry on regardless of the harshness of the coming win- 
ter, those in Berlin are not so sure that the present margin 
of supplies can be maintained. The big concern is coal. 
Essential services must be maintained, such as electricity 
and sewage and water-pumping. Space-heating is impor- 
tant, of course, but it is not so essential. In fact one 
German told me that so far as he was concerned, he could 
get along without coal, but that if there is no food the 
people would have to go to the Russians. Nature has 
been very kind to Germany, as well as to all Europe, 
this summer, giving the continent the finest crops it has 
witnessed for a long time. Berliners are hoping that na- 
ture will be equally kind in the winter months, too. 

Nevertheless the air-lift has put the Western Powers 
in a strong position. The costly operation (in which, we 
must not forget, the British are participating heavily. 
with crowded schedules from their own zone to airports 
in the Berlin area) has already delivered valuable politi- 
cal dividends. There is hardly a doubt in the minds of 
those who know the significance of the air-lift that the 
millions of dollars spent each day in carrying five thou- 
sand and more tons from the Western zones to Berlin are 
good political business. First of all, the air-lift has dem- 
onstrated both our capacity and our determination to 
maintain our position in the former German capital. 
Stalin doubted our capacity to keep going without rail- 
road connections; the Berliners doubted our determina- 
tion to stand up against Soviet pressure. At present 
writing such doubts have been dispelled in both quarters. 

Thanks to “Operation Vittles.” the Soviets, in short, are 
losing ground rapidly in Berlin. Barring a sudden change 
in American public opinion, on which of course the styic- 
ture of present U.S. policy in Europe is built, the Soviets 
will be forced more than ever before to rely on strong- 
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arm tactics to maintain themselves, not only in Berlin, 
but even in their own zone, outside of the city where the 
air-lift and all that it stands for does not penetrate. Much 
depends on the nature of the agreements, if any, reached 
in the long negotiations over the Berlin blockade. 

The main stumbling-block now appears to be agree. 
ment on a unified currency in Berlin, which is currently 
subjected to a double currency, the so-called “Ost-Mark” 
and the “West-Mark.” The mark issued by the Western 
authorities is valued at three and one-half eastern marks, 
But employes must be paid partly in one currency and 
partly in another. It is worth one’s life to try to buy 
things in the Soviet sector with Western marks, although 
the shopkeepers would gladly accept them if they dared. 
Though the nature of the negotiations is not very clear, 
it seems that the Western representatives are determined 
that the new currency agreement shall not provide a fresh 
opportunity by which the Soviet Union can choke the 
economic life of Berlin. 
At the same time, internal 
political troubles in France 
have had their effect in 
weakening to some extent 
the solid three-Power front 
thus far presented to Rus. 
sia. The battle of Berlin goes 
favorably, but it is not over. 

Just what is the basic is- 

- sue in Berlin? It is whether 
this politically highly developed city, which has proved its 
right to be the capital of Germany, will belong to the 
civilization of the West or fall under the control of anti- 
Christian forces. It is no exaggeration to say that Ger- 
many will go whichever way Berlin goes. If the Ameri- 
cans, British and French hold their own, the Soviets will 
have suffered a major defeat. On the other hand, if we 
should be forced out, the resulting loss of prestige would 
have catastrophic effects on all of Europe. Our friends in 
Europe who, like the political leaders in the Western 
sectors of Berlin, have staked their very lives on the pros- 
pect of American support, will be discouraged. 

In view of the stakes in Berlin, it came as a shock to 
hear from German Catholics that the American military 
government for the municipality does not appear to know 
anything of the religious and spiritual issues involved in 
the struggle about them. It was reported to this writer 
that a representative of Conrad Cardinal von Preysing 
who was making an appeal to an American official on 
behalf of a parochial grammar school was told by this 
official that it was such schools that were responsible for 
Germany's going to war. The American concerned was, 
apparently, unfriendly to confessional schools as being 
“undemocratic.” I am willing to believe that he was 

ossly misquoted. But it is a fact that the utterances of 
many American military government officials, particularly 
in the field of education, have served only to emphasize 
the idea widely current among Europeans that we are a 
materialistic race. Such reports finding free currency in 
Berlin at this particular time do great damage to out 
claims that we are fighting for freedom and justice. 
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State hospitalization 
in Canada 





E. L. Chicanot 





The relationship between the public and the hospital in 
Canada has of late been undergoing a quite drastic 
change. In an ever-increasing proportion of the Dom- 
inion’s families fear is being banished of the economic 
aspect of hospitalization, the prospect of being dis- 
charged with a devastating bill to pay. In the first place, 
under voluntary non-profit group hospital schemes, and 
later through compulsory government-insurance plans, 
more and more people all over the Dominion are budget- 
ing for this serious contingency. 

Voluntary hospital insurance in Canada owes its estab- 
lishment and growth largely to United States example 
and stimulation. There is a close association between 
hospitals and their operation in the two countries, since 
all are accredited by the American Hospital Association. 
Though there were in the past one or two isolated ex- 
amples of hospital insurance in Canada in which single 
institutions were involved, the manner in which non-profit 
voluntary hospital insurance has flourished is due to 
the regional hospitalization plans of the Blue Cross. 

As of March 4, 1948, enrollment in Blue Cross plans 
in Canada was 1,965,958, representing 16 per cent of 
the population. The largest branch is the Plan for Hos- 
pital Care, Toronto, which in February last enrolled its 
millionth member. Quebec Hospital Association, Mon- 
treal, is nearing 350,000 membership. The other three 
plans which have been functioning for some time are 
Associated Hospitals Services of British Columbia, Van- 
couver; Maritime Hospital Service Association, covering 
the provinces of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island; and Manitoba Hospital Service Associa- 
tion, in the central prairie Province. More recently, Asso- 
ciated Hospitals of Alberta has been incorporated, with 
powers to provide for hospitalization on a pre-payment 
basis, and for the sole right to the use in the Province 
of the words “Blue Cross.” 

Group hospital insurance, it is generally agreed, has 
been doing a very satisfactory job in Canada and will 
probably, it is somewhat less widely agreed, continue to 
do so within the limits such voluntary schemes possess. 
By most expert planners it has never been considered 
the ultimate development in this direction, but only a 
stage on the way towards the goal of a comprehensive 
compulsory plan, long envisioned. 

Actually, as is well known, Canada has been planning 
both on a Federal and Provincial scale for all-embracing 
health insurance, and more than one Provincial plan 
got on the statute books, without, however, becoming 
operative. But, mainly because the Provinces in direct 
need are predominantly rural and their greatest problem 
lies in the securing of better practitioner services, plan- 
ning tended to concentrate on this phase of the medical 
situation. Problems surrounding hospitalization were 


relegated to a later date, when the lack of doctors should 
have been to some extent relieved. 

There has been a reversal of this trend of thinking in 
Canada recently. Governments would appear to be view- 
ing hospitalization as the most serious and urgent phase 
of the problem of adequate medical care, the one calling 
for earliest attention. This is largely due to the fact that 
rising labor and material costs, etc., have caused hos- 
pitals everywhere to raise their rates, thereby imposing 
a still heavier financial burden on patients and their 
families. With the seriously depleted purchasing power 
of middle-class incomes, a still more substantial part of 
the population is adversely affected in this regard. 

It was as these conditions were growing more acute 
that the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation, Can- 
ada’s socialist party, achieved its first Provincial victory 
and came into power in Saskatchewan. This prairie Prov- 
ince is nearly 70 per cent rural in population and, mainly 
for this reason, has the lowest ratio of doctors to inhabi- 
tants and the poorest distribution of medical men in 
Canada. Because the overwhelming majority of the Prov- 
ince’s hospitals are in the outlying districts, and are 
small and inadequately equipped, it was apparently never 
found practicable for the Blue Cross to organize in that 
Province. 

The new premier, T. C. Douglas, set on foot a pro- 
gram for the socialization of industry and cooperative 
enterprises. What is more to our point, he established a 
Health Services Planning Board, to put medical affairs in 
the Province on an improved and more efficient basis. 
Most phases of this board’s planning are of a long-term 
order and admittedly involve considerable experimenta- 
tion. One thing the Premier, who had retained for him- 
self the portfolio of Minister of Health, set out to do 
immediately was to ensure hospitalization at reasonable 
cost for all the people of the Province. 

Since January, 1947 almost the entire population of 
Saskatchewan has been covered by a system of tax- 
supported hospital-care insurance, which is financed by 
a personal tax and general Provincial revenue. It is the 
first government-sponsored program of its kind on the 
North American continent. The only people exempt from 
its provisions are those whose hospitalization is already 
otherwise provided for by the Provincial or Federal Gov- 
ernment, such as beneficiaries of welfare programs, per- 
sons receiving old-age pensions, blind pensions and 
mothers’ allowances, patients in mental hospitals and 
tuberculosis sanatoria, members of the armed forces, 
mounted police, etc. 

The hospital tax rate for 1947 was set at $5 per per- 
son, with a maximum of $30 per family. These premiums 
entitled subscribers to public ward or minimal accommo- 
dation and to a broad range of hospital services, includ- 
ing general nursing care, use of operating and case 
rooms, anesthetic agents and drugs in general use, 
X-ray and laboratory examinations, X-ray and radium 
therapy and physiotherapy. There is no limit to the 
length of stay in Saskatchewan hospitals, medical neces- 
sity being the sole criterion. There is no restriction on 
the choice of hospital, payment being made to approved 
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hospitals anywhere in the world. However, payment for 
care outside the Province is made on what amounts to 
an indemnity basis, being limited to an average maxi- 
mum of four dollars a day and covering only sixty days 
for any individual each calendar year. 

Saskatchewan’s plan of government hospitalization has 
been in operation for too brief a time for one to venture 
an opinion about the degree of success it may eventually 
attain. Cost to the people is a prime consideration. In 
the first six months of the plan’s operation — for which 
fairly elaborate statistics are available — expenditures 
exceeded revenue by 47.4 per cent. This represented the 
proportion of the cost chargeable against general funds 
of the Province. This contribution from the Provincial 
treasury provided support from general taxation in the 
form of a subsidy for the new services offered by the 
plan, in addition to a payment corresponding to former 
Provincial expenditures for hospital care. Considering 
that this latter payment would have continued to have 
been made under a voluntary hospital pre-payment plan, 
and further taking into consideration the initial opera- 
tional period and the peculiar territorial organizational 
difficulties, the people have so far been securing hos- 
pitalization at a very satisfactory rate. 

One significant disclosure has been made in an inde- 
pendent survey. It is a quite common and frequently 
justified criticism that government administrative agen- 
cies prove less efficient than private organizations. In 
this connection it is interesting to note that the adminis- 
trative costs of Saskatchewan’s plan in 1947 were lower 
than all but six of the eighty-seven Blue Cross plans in 
the United States. 

One thing seems quite clear, and that is that the people 
of Saskatchewan are satisfied with the plan. In 1947 the 
number of Provincial residents entering hospitals in- 
creased by 26 per cent. There has been little criticism of 
this phase of Saskatchewan government planning, even 
in the heat of the campaign preceding the recent election 
when political opponents of the Cooperative Common- 
wealth Federation seemed to find fertile ground in other 
phases of the Government’s record. 

It has been sufficiently successful to have induced other 
Provinces to consider following its example. British 
Columbia has been the first to make definite announce- 
ment. This Province, whose hospitals last year had defi- 
cits totaling $1,000,000, despite high rates paid by 
patients and government aid to the extent of $500,000, 
has decided that a point has been reached where the 
state must do more than just make contributions to the 
hospitals. Despite the flourishing Blue Cross voluntary 
plan in the Province, compulsory contributory hospitali- 
zation is being established on a Province-wide scale, and 
this not by Socialists but by a coalition government of 
Liberals and Progressive Conservatives. 

Single persons in British Columbia will pay $1.25 a 
month premium for benefits comparable to those in 
Saskatchewan. Maximum payment for a family of any 
size, including all children up to sixteen years of age, 
will be $33 a year. The only persons in the Province to 
be exempted will be those already covered by comparable 
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hospital insurance, such as the Blue Cross. The Govern. 
ment will contract with the hospitals to supply ward, 
diagnostic and other services and will continue to pro. 
vide services for all recognized social indigents. 

In addition to individual payments, cost of the project 
will be covered by a $2,000,000 stabilization fund, plus 
Provincial and municipal grants to hospitals of 70 cents 
a day per patient. The Provincial government has taken 
over the amusement-tax field, which the Dominion has 
vacated, and receipts from this source have been ear. 
marked for the hospital scheme. 

Situated between Saskatchewan and British Columbia 
is Alberta, which has always shown itself progressive in 
medical planning and institutions. A few years ago the 
Government there undertook to pay the full costs of 
maternity hospitalization for bona fide residents of the 
Province, being the first territory in the Dominion to 
introduce such a measure. For some time now married 
couples there have been free from apprehension over the 
hospital bill involved in an expected addition to the 
family, and the entire populace shares in the expense of 
bringing Alberta’s new citizens into the world. 

Alberta has for some while been paying more than 
fifty per cent of the costs of hospitalization for all its 
people, and now plans to provide complete hospitaliza. 
tion without any additional tax. This is being effected 
through the return to the Province of certain taxation 


rights transferred by it to the Federal Government for 


the duration of the war. 

Thinking and planning continue along this line 
throughout Canada. The Liberal leader in the Province 
of Quebec promised that, should he be returned to power 
in the Provincial election, one of his first measures would 
be to establish a government scheme of compulsory con- 
tributory hospitalization after the manner of the western 
Provinces. Ontario re-applied the amusement tax for hoe- 
pital aid when it was relinquished by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Such a measure is naturally in the program of 
all Provincial CCF parties. 

In Canada, from the point of view of the public, the 
hospital situation has unquestionably been vastly relieved 
by the Blue Cross organization, which has been signally 
successful in educating the people to the advantages of 
pre-payment and budgeting for hospitalization and in 
popularizing this form of voluntary insurance. The trend 
is, however, unmistakably towards state responsibility 
for hospitalization as an integral and supremely impor- 
tant part of the comprehensive insurance scheme the 
Government has planned and promised for so long. 

It seems likely that in the near future the other Prov- 
inces will, one by one, come to follow the example of 
Saskatchewan and British Columbia, with an ultimate 
prospect of uniformity in this regard over Canada, prior 
to inclusion of such prepaid hospitalization in an all- 
embracing compulsory contributory government scheme. 
Until that time arrives, the principle of free enterprise 
and that of state planning will continue to function satis 
factorily side by side with respect to hospitalization as 
they do in so many other phases of Canada’s economic 
and social life. 
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Literature & Art 








Maritain on the 
Christian Renaissance 


In his essay on T. E. Hulme last week, Michael F. Moloney 


discussed art as affected by the change in cultural climate. 
Sister M. Joselyn here examines the interior struggles in art . 


to find what the cultural climate 





Sister M. Joselyn, O.S.B. 


has long denied it—contact with the 
ultimate Reality. 





To Jacques Maritain, the disparate provinces of the 
philosopher and the critic have always been evident. In 
his Réponse @ Jean Cocteau he stated: “. . . because I 
am a philosopher I remain and must remain entirely 
separated from the world of art, of literature and of 
criticism,” while he also declared in The Frontiers of 
Poetry: “A philosopher’s professional duty is to remain 
in the sky of metaphysics, the only enduring empyrean.” 
Maritain has repeatedly made it clear that philosophy 
must concern itself with first principles (though both in 
the practical as well as in the speculative order) and that 
a great gulf divides these principles from the particular 
works in which they find their ultimate application. 
Nevertheless, while insisting on the rigid separation be- 
tween a philosopher’s point of view and the point of 
view of artistic operation or criticism, Maritain has ad- 
vanced valuable views on contemporary literature, in 
which he sees profound aspirations tending toward a 
Christian Renaissance. To put it briefly, he believes that 
as we see the world breaking up today we see the things 
of the spirit—art, poetry, wisdom, metaphysics are 
among them—gathering together in places in the world 
but not of the world. 

Without re-examining in detail the bulk of Maritain’s 
work on art—the nature and end of art (especially of 
Christian art), the relationship of art and prudence and 
of art and beauty—one can consider his view of modern 
art and literature. Perhaps his point of departure is the 
knowledge that art in the modern, or recent, world has 
greatly overreached itself: “The modern world, which 
had promised the artist all things, will soon scarcely leave 
him even the bare means of subsistence.” This over- 
reaching Maritain traces remotely to the Renaissance, 
when Art was divorced from Prudence and, opening its 
eyes upon itself, became enamored of what it saw. The 
overreaching has come full measure in the last half- 
century, until today, in its effort to become “abstract,” 
art runs the risk of suicide because it has set itself in- 
human conditions of existence. Yet, in Maritain’s opin- 
ion, this very course has brought art to approximate 
its first principle and to acquire a consciousness of its 
spirituality. Art now clamors despairingly, with a bitterly 
strong desire, for that thing, whatever it is, that is the 
source of all that is best in its spiritual life. “The search 
for the absolute purity of art will also at the same time 
be the search for the abstract substance [the poetic spirit 


in a pure state] of poetry.” concludes Maritain in Art and 
Scholasticism. 

It is precisely at this point that the importance of 
Baudelaire and Rimbaud becomes paramount. Rimbaud 
represents above all a hunger for the poetic absolute. 
With Baudelaire, Rimbaud made “modern art pass the 
frontiers of the spirit.” Having attained heights in the 
heaven of their own art, these poets found themselves in 
the end merely translating by symbol and analogy the 
movement of a sphere outside. Since Rimbaud and Bau- 
delaire, only God, whom art desires without knowing, 
will be able to content it. To Maritain, art has found 
what it was looking for, “the strength of a surface by 
which to cross,” but “it needs the help of Omnipotence 
to take such a step.” From the vantage point of the 
philosopher, Maritain conceives modern art as flagellating 
itself in penance, scourging itself like an ascetic bent on 
self-destruction in order to obtain the grace of the Holy 
Ghost. And there may be in preparation even now a 
second spring comparable to the coming of Giotto and 
Cimabue, because art has its own internal logic which 
develops in complete disregard of human interest. 

Nevertheless, because in the very struggle which art 
today must carry out with its cruel metaphysical prob- 
lems it cannot escape a religious choice, Maritain sees 
dire danger. For the new orientation must be toward 
Christ or toward Antichrist. Though in our time supreme 
anguish has made God more manifest, and the Gospel, 
by means of men like Claudel and Bloy, has entered once 
more into the very sap of art, yet it is significant that 
certain writers should and do elect for the devil. Accord- 
ing to Maritain in Art and Scholasticism, “the uncon- 
cealed and palpable influence of the devil on an important 
part of contemporary literature is one of the significant 
phenomena of the history of our time.” Whether or not 
the renaissance in art and letters will come depends on 
those who “will disdain to gratify the Beast” but who 
will “begin working for beauty, on the road which leads 
upright souls to God and makes the invisible things 
clear to them by the visible.” 

What will be the marks of the new art, if such a re- 
birth, problematical as it now appears, should come to 
pass? To follow Maritain’s thought here, as it is devel- 
oped in Art and Poetry and especially in Art and Scholas- 
ticism, it is necessary to review his conception of hier- 
archy in the subject and intent of art. Works of art, a 
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fundamental necessity in the human state, teaching men 
the pleasures of the spirit and leading them to what is 
nobler than art itself, can only be put into classification 
(if at all) from the point of view of their value in civil- 
izing, or their degree of spirituality. Concretely, the scale 
would ascend from the sensible to the rational, from the 
rational to the spiritual, and from the less spiritual to the 
more spiritual, or would descend from Scripture and 
liturgy and the mystic writers to art in its usual sense, 
that is, the rational harmony of Greek and classic art, 
medieval art in its spiritual fullness, the pathetic harmony 
of Shakespeare, etc. In Maritain’s opinion, romanticism 
“for all its intimate lack of poise and spiritual penury” 
still was art. But, with naturalism, art died and was 
embalmed in the enfrarichised reason and emancipated 
self of Dadaism and futurism, “that dying breath of the 
past.” The new art can be none other than an art sub- 
ject to the law of grace. 

According to Maritain, in the absence of special im- 
pulse from the first Intelligence, the active point of the 
soul (the spiritual instinct in contact with heaven of the 
transcendentals) is unable to penetrate the depths either 
from above or below, and instead of art as a dialog be- 
tween the soul and the spirit, art becomes a conflict 
between the soul and the lower man. Maritain therefore 
perceived long ago that literature, in realism and natural- 
ism, had exhausted life’s surface possibilities and would 
also soon exhaust its capacity to probe life’s underside 
through studies of the subconscious. Thus the subject 
matter of the new art, far from concerning itself with 
abandonment to unconsciousness and even to sleep (note 
in this connection E. M. Forster’s curious suggestion in 
the Clark lectures, 1927, that striking material for a 
novel lies in the life of an unborn child) will be found 
in extreme wakefulness, in watchfulness of the spirit able 
“to detect every shape passing beneath the starry vault 
of the heart.” 

The object of fiction will remain the knowledge of 
man; it is humanity itself which is to be formed, scru- 
tinized and governed. Art will concern itself with man, 
truly conceived as “formless flowing phantoms and all 
the duplicities which put several men in a man—contrary 
simultaneous postulations,” which nevertheless do not 
dislocate underlying free will, and are compatible with 
the substantial unity of the metaphysical personality. 
Sin will be treated, but best by the sinless, who will not. 
like many mistaken moderns, make out of man’s sin 
beauty to be sent quietly among their brothers, killing 
them without a sound. Moreover, since every novel is a 
mirror borne along before the possibilities of the future 
and before the action of divine laws, the novelist who 
does not believe in moral values destroys his own matter. 
Evil can be painted, but the essential thing is that it is 
painted from height. Individuals must be scrutinized in 
their deepest recesses, even in the recesses of their sins: 
but the question, as Maritain says in Art and Poetry, is 
to discover the whole of the man, . . . because in 
good and evil, in the use of grace and its refusal, 


there is in man much more than man: it is not only 
the lucidity of a Meredith. it is the appreciation of a 
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Pascal that the novelist, in so far as he is a novelist, 
should envy. It is by virtue of an intrinsic law of 
his art that it must be said: “The more deeply the 
modern novel probes human misery, the more does 
it require superhuman virtues in the novelist. To 
write Proust’s work as is asked to be written would 
have required the inner light of a Saint Augustine, 


The new art will secure its spiritual equilibrium }, 
greater, not less, self-knowledge, for art cannot return {, 
ignorance of itself and abandon all that it has won, By 
it must recover from the false systems of metaphysic 
which obsess it. 

In the magnificent concluding pages of The Frontig; 
of Poetry, Maritain sketches the qualities of the artiy 
of the new dispensation, which will, after all, come 
pass only if men do not betray their trust. The new artig 
will have suffered; the secret life is suffering. Out o 
his suffering he must be reconverted to God, and ly 
must, in order to recover the whole man, piece together 
the faculties of imagination and sensibility with mr. 
ligious knowledge. Then will come work, unremittin 
attention and self-denial aimed at bringing about such 
simplicity and integrity as will free art from false orig 
inality and make matter the kind of channel that wil 
not distort its message. “Grace does not relieve the artis 
of his peculiar toil: it rather makes it more arduous by 
compelling him to bear a heavier burden.” The worl 
from which the saints fled into the desert was no wore 
than ours. It is indeed a fearful thing to bear the name 
of Christ before men. Maritain tells the new artist that 
he is in reality summoned to a task far beyond his 
strength: he is obliged to do the impossible, but only 
“in Him who strengthens you.” 


Gray afternoon 

The clustered russet blossoms on the bare 
ailanthus trees hang motionless in air 

that smells of snow. The city sky is gray 

as a tarnished silver bowl above the streets. 


School is out at last for the restless day; 

and the sawed-off handles of discarded brooms— 
the joyous stick-bats—with wild shouting meet 
the rubber balls, while hilarious pigtails zoom 

on roller skates around the corner lamps. 


Then suddenly like birds the children swoop 

and settle, chattering, on brownstone stoops, 
crowding the steps, and trade their treasures: stamps, 
comics, or coins their brothers brought from war. 


They argue and cheep like young birds on a hill. 
then fly to play in the cool gray dusk until, 
the corner streetlamp blooms like a yellow star. 


Abruptly the street is emptied: laughter goes 
running indoors to supper. Passersby 

hurry beneath the darkening pewter sky, 

and lift their heads and breathe the hovering snows 


FRANCES FROST 
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Unite to survive 





THE WEST AT BAY 


By Barbara W ard. Norton. 288p. $3.50 


As foreign-affairs editor of the London 
Economist, Miss Barbara Ward is thor- 
oughly familiar with the virtues of liter- 
ary timing. Her proficiency is illus- 
trated by the appearance of this 
brilliant essay as the UN opens. 

The theme of her discourse is the 
necessity and the possibility of organ- 
izing a union of Western Europe. Her 
aim is to ram home this necessity to 
British and American readers, while 
insisting with equal force upon the in- 
tricacies of the problem, and the hard 
work that must accompany any prac- 
tical solution. 

Provided that determination of the 

Western nations is equal to the 

task, unity in Western Europe can 

be achieved, first as the frame- 
work of a general recovery pro- 
gram, and then as a political or- 
ganism existing of its own right 
and yearly strengthening its own 

cohesion. The existence of such a 

union would offer at least a prom- 

ise of solving many of the most 
tragic and most urgent problems 
hanging over the Western world 

today (p. 266). 


This conclusion she reaches as the 
term of a long and careful analysis of 
the economie condition in which West- 
em Europe now finds itself, and of the 
causes of its present distress, not solely 
economic, but spiritual, political and 
social as well. “Each of these causes— 
a Europe losing its old supremacy, 
America gaining it, Eastern Europe 
under communist control, the Far East 
in revolt against the West—represents 
the disappearance of one pillar of the 
nineteenth-century order. Taken to- 
gether they write the epitaph of a van- 
ished world.” 

Western Europe has failed, in her 
opinion, because it was unable to meet 
the competition of the United States; 
because it failed to construct a co- 
herent social order; and because this 
failure led to the destructive challenge 
of communism. The hope of recovery 
is some form of association of the na- 
tions ef the western fringe. 

In this association, she holds, Britain 
must take a leading part; its choice is 
“either association or decadence.” A 
mere customs union is not enough. “It 
will not, as it did in simple conditions 
a hundred years ago, of itself create 
economic unity.” Nor can it be solved 
merely by improving the machinery of 
exchange, necessary as that may be. 
The heart of the matter lies in the field 





of production, and for this, in turn, the 
United States will need to follow a 
generous and enlightened trade policy. 

The European Recovery Program, in 
her estimate, “neither creates nor pre- 
vents Western Association. The Sixteen 
Nations can either use it as a project 
for piecemeal assistance, or they can 
make it the foundation of a new co- 
operative venture ... the union of dif- 
ferent states into a single economic and 
political community.” 

Four chapters are devoted to the sub- 
ject of the United States itself, dealing 
with, respectively: American isolation- 
ism, U.S. boom and depression; so- 
called American imperialism; and the 
initiative of Secretary Marshall, and— 
in critical fashion—Secretary Clayton’s 
demands at Paris for joint action on 
the part of the European nations, de- 
mands which she finds not entirely con- 
sistent with the policy that Mr. Clayton 
pursued at Geneva. And this brings her 
to dwell considerably on the difficult 
point of how to reconcile the sort of 
European unity that the ERP calls for 
with Europe’s difficulties in securing a 
balance in its dollar account. 

Miss Ward is neither a Utopian nor 
a pessimist. She sees heaps of hard 
paddling and many a rocky rapids in 
the stream ahead. Yet she is also en- 
couraged by what has been done, by 
the various experiments in interna- 
tional cooperation, particularly during 
the war time; and her thought echoes 
the notion that sooner or later comes 
to us all. If only one-tenth of the in- 
genuity and energy and cooperative 
spirit that were displayed during the 
war could be devoted to the problems 
of peace, we should have the main part 
of these problems licked by now. 

American readers will raise an eye- 
brow at her calling America’s part in 
defeating Germany a coup de grace 
(p. 54); and the Viet Nam (p. 45) is 
not exactly “the Annamite independence 
movement.” Economists will have their 
say as to her reasoning; but to the 
average observer it looks as if she has 
given us a pretty clear score on the 
main job for the Sixteen Nations to 
tackle and a wealth of helpful informa- 
tion on kindred matters as well. 

Joun LaFarce 





Man in the divine perspective 





THE MEANING OF MAN 





By Jean Mouroux. Sheed & Ward. 279p. 
$4 


If for no other reason, this book is 
worth reading and pondering over be- 
cause of the first six pages and a note. 
These short passages give the key to 
the book, and they are so radically 
different from what non-Christians 
think is the Christian attitude toward 
life that they are a fine corrective to 
such thinking and at the same time a 
tonic to our own. 

In the first pages the author, work- 
ing into his chapter on “How the Chris- 
tian Sees the Temporal,” asks what the 
Christian attitude should be toward ma- 
terial values, toward “activities of ef- 
fort, activities of communion, activities 
of heroism,” and his conclusion is that 
“in the face of all this magnificent 
reality,” the reply of the Christian 
ought to be one of “frank and joyful 
acceptance and an enthusiastic col- 
laboration.” The non-Christian world, 
however, has for generations been ac- 
cusing Christian thought with being so 
preoccupied with other-worldly values 
that this world and all its activities are 
despised. 

The Christian, they say, is a man 

of the next world, devoid accord- 

ingly of all interest in this one. 

He rejects and condemns every- 

thing that goes to make life worth- 

while—ephemeral things no doubt 
and frail, but nevertheless our all. 

Christianity is the enemy of beau- 

ty; it imprisons the Carmelite be- 

hind blank walls, cuts her off from 

God’s earth; it regards a fair face 

as a dangerous seduction. The 

Christian mistrusts art .. . is the 

enemy of civilization . . . at bot- 

tom, he is the enemy of all human 

joys. 
Against this thought about what the 
Christian thinks, the author proposes 
to show that “the Christian attitude, 
and the Christian attitude alone, has 
power to embrace the temporal order 
in its entirety, and to save it.” 

The book, then, is not only a refu- 
tation of a calumny on Christianity; it 
is also a challenge to those among 
Catholics who belong to the rupture 
school (cf. Am. 7/31, “Two approaches 
to progress”), those who maintain that 
Christian sanctity is possible only 
through disassociation with the ma- 
chine, with mass-production, with all 
the material techniques of today’s in- 
dustrial civilization. 

The note referred to above is another 
happy counter-attack against those 
who distort the teachings of the early 
Church fathers into the inculcating of 
a hatred of the body. It runs: 


These beautiful texts of St. Ber- 
nard, which we cite of set purpose, 
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“NO!” SAID 
THE GUEST 


peevishly, “I have not got all I want. 
Imagine putting me to sleep in a 
room with no GUEST-ROOM 
BOOK! Don’t you know F. J. 
Sheed assembled it so that no guest, 
whether wise like me or low-brow 
like you—no guest, in fact, who can 
read—would be left without enter- 
tainment if he can’t sleep? I was 
so looking forward,” he continued 
bitterly, “to a spot of Belloc, a slice 
of Wyndham-Lewis, I was just in 
the mood for J. B. Morton, and 
there are twenty-five authors more 
in it that I haven't even glanced 
at, and a whole detective novel to 
read. Besides, I wanted to look at 
the pictures. Boo-hoo!” 
Let us draw a veil over this dis- 
tressing scene, only adding, like bet- 
ter ad-writers before us: “Don’t 
let this happen to you!” Buy a 
GUEST-ROOM BOOK now, and 
put it in your guest-room as soon 
as ever you have read it yourself. 
The price is $3.50. 

To turn to more serious matters; 
if you are one of those who buy 
a spiritual book about once a year, 
just to show you can, we suggest 
as this year’s choice THE SACRA- 
MENTAL WAY ($5), edited for 
The Liturgical Conference by Mary 
Perkins. This consists of thirty-four 
chapters by such experts on being 
the kind of Catholic who is really 
like leaven (rather than dough) as 
Msgr. Luigi Ligutti, Msgr. Hillen- 
brand, Father Benedict Ehmann, 
Father Gerald Ellard, and about 
twenty more—one must stop the list 
somewhere! Between them, they 
give a very complete recipe for liv- 
ing in the full stream of the Church’s 
life, whoever and wherever you are. 
If this sounds attractive but unlike- 
ly, ask to see the book at your book- 
store. If they haven’t got it, write 
to us for a descriptive leaflet. It’s 
a dickens of a book to describe in a 
short space. 

Did you know that we have pub- 
lished the first of Father Henri de 
Lubac’s books to be translated into 
English? It’s called THE UN- 
MARXIAN SOCIALIST ($3.50) 
and it’s about Proudhon, whom the 
author finds a greater man than we 
had supposed, seen at his best when 
battling with Karl Marx. 


Order books from your bookstore 


or from us 


SHEED & WARD 


NEW YORK 3 
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will show, if need be, the lucid ap- 

preciation and deep love of the 

body which animated the Chris- 
tian ascetics. There is no need, 

after that, to make excuses for a 

contempt they never professed. 

The book, however, goes far beyond 
dealing with the Christian’s attitude 
towards the temporal. It is a profound 
study of the Christian in all his aspects, 
his orientation toward the eternal, his 
elevation through grace, the spiritualiz- 
ing of his human love, the ambit of his 
liberty, and ends with a magnificent 
chapter on “Res Sacra, Homo” (Man, 
the Sacred Thing). 

The reading is hard going, though 
the style in translation is admirable. It 
is hard because the author is plumbing 
deep waters indeed; he manifests, for 
example, a wide knowledge of modern 
psychology and psychiatry. and. in try- 
ing to weave all these threads into a 
tapestry whose master pattern is theol- 
ogy, he does not always avoid obscur- 
ity. But the difficulty of the reading is 
more than compensated for by the over- 
all clarity and the frequent flashes of 
brilliant spiritual insight. 

A book such as this deserves a much 
better fate than apparently has befall- 
en it here in the United States. This 
review is the first, to my knowledge, to 
have appeared, though the book was 
published several months ago. Is it too 
thoughtful for American Catholics? If 
so, it ought, among other things, to 
make us take a little stock of our re- 
ligion courses. Haroxtp C. GARDINER 


Many men’s minds 





UNIONS, MANAGEMENT AND 
THE PUBLIC. 





By E. Wight Bakke and Charles Kerr. 
Harcourt, Brace. 946p. $5 


In almost a thousand closely packed 
pages, which include an index of 
authors and another of titles, Professors 
E. Wight Bakke and Charles Kerr have 
served up such a feast for students of 
industrial relations as they have never 
before seen, or even imagined. Here 
you will find Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb, Samuel Gompers, Emile Durk- 
heim, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 
John Commons and that greatest of all 
leaders of the United Mine Workers, 
John Mitchell. And side by side with 
these figures from the historic past are 
such prominent and articulate contem- 
poraries as Sumner Slichter, Eric 
Johnston, Wayne Morse, William Lei- 
serson,- Matthew Woll, Charles Hook, 
Jr., J. B. S. Hardman, the thoughtful 
editor of Labor and Nation, Philip 
Murray, Paul Douglas, and many an- 
other. 

As if this were not enough, the edi- 
tors have included selections from the 
report of the Commission on Industrial 


1948 


Relations, the statement of the Ameri. 
can Civil Liberties Union entitled “De. 
mocracy in Trade Unions,” the NAM’s 
pamphlet “The Closed Shop,” the post. 
war programs of the AFL and CIO, the 


report of President Truman’s Na. 
tional Labor-Management Conference, 
the reports of the La Follette Commit. 
tee, and from many another classic 
document, including the NLRB de 
cision in the famous Jones and Laugh. 
lin case and the National Planning As. 
sociation’s excellent “Goals of Coopera. 
tion.” 

In the case of all collections, 4 
critic feels obliged to quarrel a little 
with the editor’s choices, and this re. 
viewer is no different from the rest. He 
would like to have seen something in 
this tome from the pens of Robert W, 
Johnson and Thomas Spates, both of 
whom have had a stimulating effect on 
employer thinking, and he finds it es. 
pecially difficult to understand why the 
compilers apparently ignored the ex. 
tensive publications of the American 
Management Association. Many read. 
ers will also miss the statement issued 
in 1945 by the AFL, CIO and the U. §, 
Chamber of Commerce, which the 
NAM refused to sign. And how is it 
possible, one wonders, to edit a book 
of this kind without including some- 
thing on wages and prices from Walter 
Reuther? 

But the most glaring omission, and 
one that is very hard to excuse, is the 
absence of anything from religious 
sources. Apparently Rerum Novarum, 
Quadragesimo Anno and a half-dozen 
major pronouncements by the Ameri- 
can Catholic bishops and the Federal 
Council of Churches did nothing “to 
reveal the issues and facts which must 
be considered in the attempt to ‘solve’ 
the labor problem in present-day 
America”! And neither did such men 
as the late Monsignor John Ryan and 
Father Paul Blakely, S.J., or the pres- 
ent Bishop of Grand Rapids and Rev. 
James Meyers of the Federal Council. 

The twenty-seven heads under which 
the editors have collected their ma- 
terials are satisfactorily comprehensive. 
At the moment, I can think of only one 
topic which certainly ought to have 
been included, namely, communism. 
For the past decade and more, it has 
been a critically important factor both 
in the internal life of unions and in 
labor-management relations. 

While the reader will be tempted to 
plunge immediately into: the classic se 
lections placed Lefore him, he will be 
making a bad mistake if he does 20. 
The authors’ introductions to the vari- 
ous topics are unusually well dene, re 
flecting both their wide acquaintance 
with the literature of industrial rela- 
tions and their unfailing fairness and 
objectivity. Seldom do writers succ 
in being both comprehensive and suc- 
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cinct, but Professors Bakke and Kerr 
have done so here. Unions, Manage- 
ment and the Public is a very valuable 
book. Indeed, with those who would call 
it an indispensable book, this reviewer 
has no quarrel. BENJAMIN L. Masse 





JOURNEY INTO FAITH: The Angli- 
can Life of John Henry Newman 





By Eleanor Ruggles. Norton. 336p. $4 


In her life of Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
published in 1944, Eleanor Ruggles 
treated in some detail the effect that 
Newman’s conversion had upon Hop- 
kins, and gave a revealing picture of 
the relation between Newman and Hop- 
kins at the time of Hopkins’ own con- 
version in 1866. In the earlier book, 
too, she quotes the passage from New- 
man’s Apologia where he says of his 
religious position in 1839: “For years I 
must have had something of an habitual 
notion, though it was latent, and had 
never led me to distrust my own con- 
yictions, that my mind had not found 
its ultimate rest, and that in some sense 
or other I was on journey.” Now, as if 
her reflections on these words had 
moved her to retrace that journey her- 
self, she has written an account of New- 
man’s life up to his entry into the Cath- 
olic Church in 1845. 

This is an informal biography of the 
first half of Newman’s life, yet it is not 
fictionalized. There is no invention of 
dialog or construction of situation. It 
is primarily based upon Newman’s 
Apologia, Anne Mozley’s two-volume 
edition of Newman’s letters and the 
important memoir Newman wrote to 
accompany the letters, and to a lesser 
extent on Wilfrid Ward’s Life, which 
gives only perfunctory attention to 
Newman’s life before 1845. Its chief 
value is in making so much of the Moz- 
ley material accessible to readers for 
whom the letters and memoir have been 
unknown or too formidable by virtue 
of their sheer bulk. The reader whose 
curiosity about Newman’s family has 
been aroused but not satisfied by ran- 
dom references to his father or to his 
favorite sister Mary will find here that 
the story of the Newman family, es- 
pecially the relation between John and 
his brother Francis, is fascinating in its 
implications. Then there was Charles, 
the second son, who broke entirely with 
his family. They were, in his own 
phrase, “too religious” for him. The 
sword of the spirit cut through the 
Newman family in strange fashion. 

With so much material to work with, 
a book such as this must be highly 
selective, and the question arises as to 


whether the interpretation which that 
selection involves is a true one. For the 
most part it is, yet the stress does not 
always seem to be accurate. For exam- 
ple, Miss Ruggles devotes some forty 
of her pages to Newman’s Mediterran- 
ean voyage with Hurrell Froude and to 
his travels. alone, in Sicily. The picture 
that emerges is of a somewhat fussy 
parson who cannot stand the fleas and 
the filth in the hotels, and can scarcely 
wait to be back in England. Granted 
cnat Newman himself wrote: “1 onty 
endure the sights, and had much rather 
have seen them than see them,” a pass- 
age which Miss Ruggles quotes; yet in 
the same letter to Harriett he says: 
“No description can give you any idea 
of what I have seen, but I will not 
weary you with my delight”—and it is 
passages such as this, with which the 
Mozley letters abound, that Miss Rug- 
gles plays down. There are, in short, 
both elation and intellectual excitement 
in the letters that show us how intense 
was Newman’s love of classical litera- 
ture and the places associated with it. 
Newman reads his Homer, Virgil and 
Thucydides constantly during his spare 
moments; he is not only the clergyman 
abroad, but a classical scholar with a 
keen sense for what he so often re- 
ferred to as the genius loci. 

Readers who are familiar with the 


chief sources of the volume may find 
the lights and shades of the portrait 
challenging. Those who have less basis 
for judgment will certainly not be mis- 
led. On the contrary, Jeurney into 
Faith is an admirable and skillful syn- 
thesis of a number of different studies. 
There is no new material here, how- 
ever, though unused material exists in 
abundance. It will be interesting to 
compare with this volume Maisie 
Ward’s forthcoming Young Mr. New- 
man, which will cover the same period 
in Newman’s life and will make use of 
fresh sources. Atvan S. RYAN 


THE PRECIPICE 





By Hugh MacLennan. Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce. 372p. $3 


Foreign novelists, even such neighbor- 
ing ones as the Canadians, insist on in- 
terpreting the United States wholly in 
terms of muscular, aggressive, ruthless 
businessmen, and the fiction seems to 
give more pleasure to American read- 
ers than to the foreign authors. Mr. 
MacLennan, for instance, sees us on 
the edge of a moral precipice incan- 
descently marked by the atom bomb, 
and his novel implies that we have been 
hustled there by a guilt complex work- 
ing on us in the absence of a hope-in- 
spiring religion. Since the materialistic 
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BROTHERS 


By MICHAEL McLAVERTY 


author of In This Thy Day 


This new novel‘about three 


Irish brothers is “glowing with a spirit of deep hu- 
manity which springs . . . from the natural place reli- 
gion finds in the lives of most of the characters . . . the 
writing is very beautiful . .. a solidly craftsmanlike 


novel.”—H. C. Gardiner, America 
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Cigala. Translated from the French 
by a Dominican Sister. 


“A fine addition to the libra- 
ries of spiritual reading.” 
—Brooklyn Tablet 


“Thomas 2 Kempis speaks with 
the ie Yoice | of | faith and love, 


proved fashion and they elope to the 
thriving vulgarity of New York, where 
social and business trimmings are sup- 
plied by what is becoming notorious as 
the advertising game. By the time 
Lucy has mothered two children and 
the war has encouraged wholesale in- 
trospection on the part of those not 
directly involved, Stephen takes the ob- 
ligatory mistress and Lucy takes her- 
self back to Grenville. After her hus- 
band has come to the end of his in- 
flated success and has some clear idea 
of his wrongdoing, Lucy hastens to 
him with loving forgiveness. The sur- 
rounding characters are _ familiar 
enough, including the boy next door 
who does not realize he is in love with 
J ans 3 3 Lucy until after her marriage, the vil- 
lina theo "E lage reprobate with a heart of gold, the 


“Beautiful thoughts drawn from 
the different works of Kempis, 
with the distinctive savour of 
his IMITATION OF CHRIST.” 

—Our Sunday Visitor 
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Will the Russians 
succeed where 
the Nazis failed? 


TOTAL POWER 


BY EDMUND A. WALSH 


SD “This ‘footnote to history’, like other celebrated foot- 
notes, may prove in the end to be more important than the 
chapter to which it is appended.” 

—ROBERT A. GRAHAM, America 
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her late father’s theological thunder 
with an understanding of the saving 
power of religion, is the not unworthy 
pivot of the novel. She can reclaim 
Stephen because she reduces his fre. 
netic waywardness to an expression of 
his guilt complex, and she has the mes. 
sage to give him that salvation is for 
the poor in spirit, not the materialistic 
world-shakers. 

The novel, as a whole, has a sense of 
right and wrong, even though Mr. Mac. 
Lennan takes too many pains to repro- 
duce the mental attitudes and the 
idiom of his kennel-characters. The at. 
tempt at verisimilitude is labored any. 
way, and the unsavory incidents appear 
to be merely standard shocks in a gen- 
erally standardized plot. The work 
moves slowly and, in spite of its ob- 
vious good intentions, does not gener- 
ate much power as it goes along. As 
for the New York backgrounds, they 
read like the inspired efforts of a liter. 
ate Times Square tourist guide. 

Tuomas J. Fitzmorris 


BITE THE BULLET 


By Dorothy G. Fume. Sree. 229, 
$4 

An incurable punster, the late Brander 
Matthews once remarked that auto- 
biography is what biography ought to 
be. He was an admirer of the spirit of 
revelation, often unconscious and al- 
most invariably vivid, in the self-told 
narrative of a life. 

That spirit dominates Dorothy Way- 
man in Bite the Bullet. She treats her- 
self as a novelist depicts a heroine and 
with more understanding of her own 
character than most novelists have of 
their puppets. She gives herself away: 
a woman of deep courage and faith 
whose mind is curious and penetrating 
and who possesses an almost desperate 
energy and resourcefulness. 

Once upon a time, Mrs. Wayman was 
editor of one of the best country week- 
lies—the Falmouth Enterprise, of Cape 
Cod. Through her lively yarn you will 
get a picture of journalism in its most 
intimate form, where people live close 
together and feelings are easily hurt, 
and a paper must still print the truth. 
But in the very midst of tales about 
the grandchildren of whalers and the 
small tragedies of berry-pickers, their 
elopements and their crimes, she leads 
you into friendly contacts with Henry 
Fonda and Margaret Sullavan and 
Colonel Thompson, who managed the 
secret marriage of a Japanese noble 
and an American girl and then went 
on to find the Yucatec ruins and the 
Pool of the Serpent in Yucatan. 

You begin to realize as you tum 
Dorothy’s pages that you are having an 
exciting, vicarious experience. One mo- 
ment you are in Japan, again you are 
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on the trail of the lost Lindbergh baby 
and the “Bad Nellie” that was never 
found. You learn a new theory about 
that kidnapping transaction. It may be 
that this determined woman really 
knows why the baby was not delivered 
alive. Part of what she knows she de- 
clines to impart. With her you sit, two 
very dead corpses at your feet, and get 
a confession from their killer, who 
tells the truth only when he is assured 
that he may wear his new straw hat to 
the prison. 

All the while you are watching a 
woman left with three hungry and very 
clever young ones to feed and clothe 
and educate; a mother who is in and 
out of bed every other page, due to a 
catastrophic series of illnesses. Yet all 
her tasks were accomplished and all 
her assignments fulfilled, until finally 
you stand with her in a heathen tem- 
ple in Tokyo and witness another 
blinding light on the road to Damascus. 
Dorothy Wayman is a convert. 

It is an odd fact that one night, some 
ten years ago, three people sat in my 
drawing-room at Sandalwood on Buz- 
zards Bay. Dorothy was a Protestant. 
Eddie Doherty, who was collaborating 
with her on a novel called Dark of the 
Moon, was a lapsed Catholic. Their 
host was a downright, ornery skeptic. 
Today, all three of us know the peace 
of heaven. 

In her book, Dorothy accuses me of 
reprimanding her for her “damned 
rock-ribbed New Englandism.” As she 
has publicized my profanity, I here- 
with publicize my apology. Whatever 
you may call it, Dorothy has character, 
charm and an insatiable concern with 
the wonder and the mystery of life. 

To read her book is to get away from 
one’s self for a while and be some other 
person—a very wonderfully different 
person. FuLTON OURSLER 





JOHN GOFFE’S MILL 





By George Woodbury. Norton. 245p. 
$3 


Through honest sweat and hardy toil, 
through never-say-die patience and 
trial-and-error methods, John Goffe’s 
Mill was restored, re-serviced, and its 
sphere of utility enlarged—and George 
Woodbury tells about it in a book of 
tonic-like effectiveness. George and 
Connie—his wife, cheerer, helpmate, co- 
laborer, general factotum—leap down or 
up (as you choose) from anthropolog- 
ical and statistical researching to begin 
from absolute scratch to make opera- 
tive, here and now, an old ancestral 
heritage. How they did it is told in two 
hundred and forty-five pages of fact, 
failure, philosophy, humor and char- 
acterization. 

The book is grist for the mill of 
many and varied minds to turn into 


mechanical knowledge, pleasurable de- 
light, lofty speculation or just sheer 
respect and admiration for a splendid 
example of the ultimate achievement of 
determined mind over dogged matter. 
The forces of earth, air, sea are no 
mean antagonists taken singly; but 
when they come not as single spies 
but in battalions, then the conquering 
spirit of man is something to cheer 
about. 

John Goffe’s Mill offers material to 
please both plebeian and patrician 
tastes. Its many honest-to-goodness 
characterizations should satisfy those 
who look with a fellow-feeling glance 
on man and his obvious and devious 
ways and wiles. George Woodbury 
touches these laborers, mechanics, well- 
wishers, Jeremias with a light Chau- 
cerian wand, and they spring into true- 
to-life being. 

With this book, one may spend a 
few hours with a resultant capital of 
increased information and chuckling 
delight. SisteR BERCHMANS LOUISE 





AMERICAN ARBITRATION 





By Frances Kellor. Harper. 262p. $3 


A Bulletin of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce has asserted that, next to 
war, commercial litigation is the largest 
single item of preventable waste in civ- 
ilization. The cost of labor disputes— 
which are borne largely by a neutral 
party, the public—are even more ap- 
palling. The history and workings of 
an admirable institution that has de- 
voted itself, persistently, unspectacu- 
larly and effectively to anticipating, 
ameliorating and adjudicating human 
conflicts is the subject of Frances Kel- 
lor’s compact book. 

Formed in 1926, the American Arbi- 
tration Association has in twenty years 
grown to an organization of thirty-one 
offices providing service to 1,537 com- 
munities through national panels with 
a membership of 12,000. Approximate- 
ly 30,000 disputes have been referred 
to the Association; and, as an indica- 
tion that the doctrine of inevitability is 
being tempered by the certainty of pre- 
vention, thousands of contracts today 
include an arbitration clause and an 
agreement to abide by AAA rules. 

The instinctive American opposi- 
tion to any restriction of the rights of 
individuals to use their own resources 
in the settlement of disputes, plus the 
Association’s endeavor to organize a 
science of arbitration, has borne fruit 
in the international field in the creation 
of the Inter-American and other sys- 
tems, a valuable contribution to world 
peace and security. 

Self-regulation, respect for the com- 
mon good, self-discipline are all op- 
tional phrasings of the essential chal- 
lenge to contemporary civilization. Cer- 
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IN AMERICAN EDUCATION 








WHITHER 
AMERICAN 
EDUCATION ? 


Edited by Allan P. Farrell, S.J. 


The opinion of ten top Ameri- 
can educators on the Report of 
the President’s Commission. 
They are for a lot of things the 
Commission recommends. but 
are critical—with citation, rea- 
son and logic to back them up 
—of some of its prime pro- 
posals. This booklet is the best 
possible introduction to the six 
volumes of the Report. 
5 copies: $1; 50 copies: $10; 
Single copy: 25¢ 
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By Robert C. Hartnett, S.J. 


Timely investigation of the Con- 
stitutional aspect of Federal aid 
to education and the unhistoric- 
al myths which confuse the true 
meaning of the issues. Reviews 
actual legislation by Congress 
which has extended public wel- 
fare benefits to religious institu- 
tions. 
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tainly in any reorganization of econom- 
ic life along Christian lines, arbitration 
has an important part to play. For the 
research and promotion needed to fos- 
ter the idea of arbitration on a national 
scale, for the establishment of facili- 
ties to make the needed machinery 
function effectively, enormous credit 
must go to the AAA. For making the 
record of that achievement available to 
serious students of law, business, dip- 
lomacy and industrial relations, hearty 
thanks to Miss Kellor. 
EpwarpD DuFF 





WITH CROOKED LINES 





By J. M. Hartley. Bruce. 288p. $275 


The title of this novel is inspired by 
the Portuguese proverb, “God writes 
straight with crooked lines.” It is the 
story of the conversion of a famous 
young brain surgeon and psychiatrist, 
Stanley Updike, who, in the latter days 
of the past war, leaves his post at Har- 
vard University to devote his skill as 
a psychologist to testing Navy re- 
cruits at Corpus Christi. There he 
meets Father Shannon, who deeply in- 
fluences his spiritual life, and Paula 
Shannon, the priest’s niece, with whom 
he falls in love. 

Though well told, on the whole, the 
story is somewhat marred by naive and 
pedantic treatment. The author seems 
well versed in both theology and psy- 
chology, and he inserts frequent dis- 
cussions on both subjects. Because the 
story is not told for its own sake but 
to reveal the spiritual awakening of a 
learned unbeliever, the reader’s inter- 
est is divided and at times wanes; how- 
ever, a series of interesting episodes 
keeps the book moving in spite of the 
retarding discussions. The characters, 
unfortunately, are not too convincing; 
the virtues and abilities of the leading 
three are on the superlative side. Prob- 
ably Updike is best depicted. 

The doctrines of the Church as ex- 
pounded by Father Shannon are sound, 
and the slow progress of Updike in ac- 
cepting them is well done. It was sur- 
prising to me to read that his reception 
of Holy Communion marked his formal 
entry into the Church. 

The romance between Updike and 
Paula is a bit unusual. Ten years her 
senior, the doctor has been too deeply 
engrossed in science to indulge in love. 
His meeting with Paula changes this. 

This may not be the great American 
Catholic novel, but it is well worth 
reading. HucH SmitH 





Sister BERCHMANS LouISsE teach- 
es English at Emmanuel Col- 
lege, Boston. 

FuLton Ourster is on the Edi- 
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The Word 








YOUNG JOE, FOR ONCE, WAS 
still. Late-summer heat drugged the 
city. Trees drooped. Occasionally a leaj 
drifted downward in the slumbering 
air. Bees, robbing flowers of the last 
golden pollen, droned drowsily. 

Joe, draped damply in a big chair 
beside the radio, was listening to a 
piano quartet, bringing into our home 
distinguished guests— Brahms, De. 
bussy, Chopin. 

The last notes dissolved into silence, 
Joe turned the switch and sat staring 
into space. “You like that music?” ] 
asked. He nodded, grinning in embar. 
rassment. “Don’t tell the other kids, 
They might laugh at me.” 

“Maybe not. Music is a universal 
language.” 

He turned his dark eyes on me. 
“What does that mean?” 

“It means that everybody can under. 
stand music, and the people who com. 
pose it and play it can make the whole 
world feel what they feel.” 

“The Chinese and Japanese, too?” 

I mopped my face. “What made you 
think of them? I don’t know whether 
they like our music or not. Theirs is 
very different.” 

“What's it like?” 

“Well—to us it sounds 
Maybe you'd call it pagan.” 

“What’s pagan?” 

“Not Christian. Not Catholic.” 

“Dad, why aren’t the Japanese Cath- 
olics?” 

I paused. There ought to be a simple 
way of answering that. After a few mo- 
ments’ thought, I saw it. “Why are you 
a Catholic?” 

Now it was his turn to pause. Pres- 
ently he said slowly: “Because you and 
Mommy are Catholics. If you weren’t I 
wouldn’t be, would I?” 

“Not likely,” I answered. “You know, 
there’s something about that in next 
Sunday’s gospel. Wait.” 

I got my missal, turned to the twen- 
tieth Sunday after Pentecost, and told 
him the story from John 4:46-53, about 
the ruler who visited Jesus in Galilee 
and asked Him to come to Capharnaum 
and heal his dying son. 

“Our Lord told the man,” I said, “to 
go home and his boy would be all right. 
On his way home, his servants met him 
and told him his son started to get well 
at the very time Jesus spoke to him. 
Right away, the man believed in Jesus, 
and all his family and servants believed 
in Him too. 

“Do you see what happened, Joe? 
The man cared enough about his son to 
want him to live. He believed enough 
in God to go to Jesus. But he didn’t 
know what wonderful things Jesus 
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could do fer him. All he asked was that 
his son get well. 

“Our Lord had something much bet- 
ter for him. He gave him the best pres- 
ent of all—faith. Then the man handed 
it down to his wife and children and 
servants. That’s the way God is—He 
gives us more than we ask for. 

“But He expects us to share what 
we have with others. If you’re ever a 
father, Joe, or have people working for 
you, or get elected mayor or Governor 
or something, remember—what God 
gave you, you must try to give to 
others.” 

“How?” asked Joe. 

“Mainly by being a good Christian 
yourself. A long time ago, Jesus sent 
His apostles everywhere to tell people 
about Him. In Europe, kings and 
queens believed. Some were saints. 
They got their people to believe. 

“Later, bad kings and queens made 
lots of people stop believing. Right 
now, there are bad rulers who are try- 
ing to get people to stop believing in 
God. They teach the children lies in 
school.” 

Joe hugged his knees up to his chin. 
“I’m glad I live in a good country,” he 
said. 

“It is,” I said. “Very good. But even 
here, the public schools don’t teach 
people about Jesus. They leave it to the 
parents. That’s because the bad kings 
and queens got people so confused that 
they don’t agree about which is the 
true Church.” 

Joe nodded. “They should go to 
Jesus, like the man in the gospel did. 
Jesus would help them. Then they 
could help their children, and othet 
people.” 

We sat for a moment, not speaking. 
Then Joe’s eyes brightened with the 
light of an idea. “Say, Dad—it’s a good 
thing that man’s boy got sick! If he 
hadn’t, the man wouldn’t have gone to 
see Jesus, and maybe all his folks 
would still be pagans.” 

“Sometimes,” I said, “that’s the only 
way God can help us—by letting us be 
hurt a bit first.” 

“Do you have to be hurt?” he asked. 

“No. There’s an easy way. Do what 
God says, and pray. Always pray.” 

“Is that why we say the rosary every 
day?” 

“Yes.” 

“Dad—what about the Japanese?” 

“Their rulers wouldn’t believe. Right 
now, if the Emperor would believe, 
probably most of the people would too, 
because they look on him as their 
father.” 

“Wish I could tell him about Jesus, 
Dad!” 

“You can.” 

“How?” 

“Pray for him. Prayer is a language 
even more universal than music, Joe.” 

Joseen A. Breic 


Films 





HAMLET. When Laurence Olivier un- 
dertook to film Shakespeare’s most 
widely acclaimed and bitterly argued 
tragedy, he was no doubt keenly aware 
that it was a task fraught with all 
sorts of difficulties. The potential audi- 
ence would range all the way from the 
neighborhood moviegoer—who once 
read the play under duress and who 
will be thunderstruck to discover that, 
spoken by trained actors in the normal 
conversational tones which the screen 
medium permits, the lines ‘make per- 
fectly good sense—to the purist who 
deplores anything untraditional, even 
the changing of such archaic words as 
beaver, maggots and beteem to their 
respective present-day equivalents: 
visor, worms and permit. It would be 
impossible to fashion an adaptation 
pleasing to them all. 

Olivier’s first problem was to enclose 
the play’s essentials within something 
like normal film running time. The re- 
sultant drastic cuts do away with sev- 
eral minor characters and the sub-plots 
about warlike neighboring princes and 
court intrigues, which, though they are 
less than fascinating to modern audi- 
ences, served as background for and 
occasional relief from the unmitigated 
horror of the central theme. In their 
place an elaborate system of psycho- 
logical symbolism is used as the unify- 
ing framework. Olivier sets the stage 
by speaking as a prologue Hamlet’s 
words to Horatio about the otherwise 
virtuous man who, “carrying the stamp 
of one defect . . . oft breaking down 
the pales and forts of reason ... shall 
in the general censure take corruption 
from that particular fault.” 

The camera, roaming from scene to 
scene down the corridors and along the 
battlements of fog-swept Elsinore cas- 
tle, seems indeed to be exploring the 
fortress of Hamlet’s mind, which is 
vulnerable once he must translate 
thoughts into overt action. This is a 
legitimate device and—like making an 
actuality of the imagined leap from the 
Globe Theatre to the vasty fields of 
France in Henry V—a remarkably ap- 
propriate one. That the result is not 
more uniformly engrossing is due di- 
rectly to the baffling inconsistency of 
Olivier’s playing. 

Having closed the film’s foreword 
with the un-Shakespearian lines: “This 
is the tragedy of a man who could not 
make up his mind,” he all but obscures 
Hamlet’s anguished indecision in a wel- 
ter of meaningless physical activity. 
For example, when he is ordering 
Ophelia (Jean Simmons) to a nunnery, 
he is so busy indicating that he knows 
someone is behind the arras, that he 
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does nothing to clarify his reasons for 
so ordering her; and this preoccupa- 
tion with externals drains much of the 
dramatic impact from his furious scene 
with his mother (Eileen Herlie). 
Olivier was perhaps trapped into this 
pitfall through fear of falling into an- 
other—that of making a mere photo- 
graphed stage play. The latter he has 
avoided through knowing use of move- 
ment and perspective in the cinematic 
sense. At its least inspired—as in the 
conspiratorial scene between Claudius 


(Basil Sydney) and Laertes (Terence 
Mergan)—this technique merely in- 
volves trolleying the camera back and 
forth to no particular avail; but imagin- 
atively used, notably in the melodra- 
matic carnage of the finale, it catches 
numerous carefully thought-out details 
which impart a sense of actuality never 
present on the stage. The physical 
production—settings, costumes, music 
(by William Walton )—maintains a high 
level of artistry; and the cast, also 
including Felix Aylmer (Polonius), 
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making Horatio interesting as well x | 
virtuous), is first rate. | 
Because of the film’s many excel. 
lences and because for perhaps the | 
first third of its running time, the qj. 
rector-star appeared to have an admir. 
able grasp both of the play and of 
Hamlet as a truly Christian prince, his 
later stumblings do not suggest de. 
ficiency of creative talent so much a: 
exhaustion from the taxing dual assign. 
ment or a decision arrived at in mid. 
stream that the end-product of too 
much attention to artistic and_ phil. 
osophic standards would be caviare to 
the general. Despite its imperfect ¢o. 
hesion and its failure to illuminate the 
character of Denmark’s prince, adults 
should find the picture well worth see. 
ing for the new beauty and scene-by. 
scene comprehension which capable 
screen presentation imparts to Shakes. 
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Standard Courses in Arts and Sciences, 

, journalism, teacher training, sec- 
vetarial studies, library | science, fine arts. Un- 
usually beautiful location. Extensive campus. 
FORTY MINUTES FROM NEW YORK 











MARYMOUNT COLLEGE 
TARRYTOWN-ON-HUDSON, NEW YORK 


Conducted by the Religious of the Sacred 
Heart of Mary. redited Liberal Arte. 
Confers A.B., B.S. degrees. Pre-Medical, 
Secretarial, Home Economics, Arts, Music, 
Pedagogy, Journalism, Dramatics. Directed 
field trips in all departments. Athletics. 
EXTENSION: 221 East 7lst St., New 
ork, N. Y.; Quebec City, Canada; Paris 
and Rome. Address Secretary. 


Marymount Preparatory Schools: Wilson Park 
Tarrytown, N. Y.; Fifth Ave. and 84th St., 
New York, N. Y. Address Reverend Mother. 








COLLEGE OF 
SAINT TERESA 


WINONA, MINNESOTA 


For the Higher Education of Catholic Women 


Holds membership in the North Central Association 
of Colleges. Accredited by the Association of Ameri- 
can Universities. Registered for Teacher's 

by New York Board of Regents, Degree of Bachelor 
of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing. A Conserv rvatory of Music is main- 
tained in connection with the College. 

located on the “4 a. 
acre campus. Served b: es ‘o—, r 
the ‘*400."" ONL T FIVE HOUNS PHOM cide 


Address The Secretary 
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SMALL WONDER. This modest revue 
has an intimate air that gives one the 
impression of being in a group of con- 
genial people, in a living-room or the 
screened end of a cocktail lounge, lis. 
tening to a crossfire of conversation 
that is generally interesting and. fre- 
quently brilliant. As in all similar 
gatherings, when not everyone present 
is a genius, the talk often descends to 
platitude, the repartee sometimes falls 
flat, and now and then a tactless char- 
acter pops off with a gents’ room story 
that might as well have been left un- 
told. But those are hardly noticed de- 
linquencies in an otherwise shrewd and 
provocative discussion of several cur- 
rent aspects of the American way of 
life. 

The sketches were written by Charles 
Spalding, Max Wilk, George Axelrod 
and Louis Laun, and their themes 
range from the pleasures and pains of 
life in the suburbs to the Texas-Okla- 
homa oil and cattle plutocracy, best 
sellers in the book shops and advertis- 
ing in the slick-paper magazines. Bald- 
win Bergersen and Albert Selden con- 
cocted the mediocre music, Gower 
Champion originated the unexciting 
dance numbers, Phyllis McGinley and 
Billings Brown wrote the clever lyrics 
and Ralph Alswang designed the econ- 
omical sets. Burt Shevelove directed, 
and George Nichols 3rd financed the 
production inviting your inspection in 
The Coronet. 

There are no stars in the cast, and 
no chorus; but since practically every 
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member of the small company is able 
to sing and dance, the production gets 
along well enough. It might be claimed 
that the sketches are so expertly fash- 
joned that any group of capable per- 
formers should be able to present them 
with at least fair success. It happens 
that Tom Ewell, Mary McCarty and 
most of their associates are a lot more 
than just capable, and their surplus 
ability finds a constructive outlet. Sev- 
eral of the skits contain an element of 
subtle satire, and merely efficient per- 
formers might muff it. 

The Badaroma sketch is a conven- 
jent example. Anyone who reads tour- 
ist advertising while his brain is awake 
can detect the only half-concealed sug- 
gestion that certain banana republics 
offer the finest facilities for taking a 
yacation from the Ten Commandments. 
This incisive and tenuous little satire, 
which lampoons the “attractions” of 
tropical resorts, could be marred by a 
less adept rendering than that by J. C. 
McCord and a disciplined ensemble. 
There are other sketches, a good half- 
dozen out of nineteen numbers, that 
sparkle with humor and at the same 
time stimulate the mental processes. 
Among the best are Ballad for Billion- 
aires, This is an Adv., I Could Write a 
Book, and Flaming Youth, the latter a 
nostalgic backward glance at the ter- 
rible ‘twenties with which Mary Mc- 
Carty stops the show. 

Tom Ewell, who is involved in al- 
most every scene, is almost as droll as 
he was in John Loves Mary. As a mon- 
ologist and wandering narrator he is 
practically a one-man show. 

THEOPHILUS LEWIS 


Parade 








BOTH THE SUNNY AND THE DARK 
sides of human nature were reflected in 
the week’s news. .. . In the sunny area, 
there were bursts of generosity. . . . 
A young Chicago divorcee volunteered 
to reduce her alimony by eight dollars 
a week so that the ex-spouse could 
complete his college education. . . . 
A Yonkers official dropped $2,000 from 
his salary to ease the taxpayers’ burden. 
... So that a young flagpole sitter 
could stay aloft and set up a new 
record, warm-hearted San Francisco 
firemen clambered up ladders with his 
draft-registration papers. . . . A reach- 
ing for the higher values of life was 
discerned. . . .-Placing young humans 
above young beasts, a West Virginia 
landlord ran a newspaper ad reading: 
“For rent, furnished apartments. Peo- 
ple without children need not apply. 
No dogs or cats.” . . . The urge for 
intellectual development seemed vigor- 
ous... . A Kentucky girl stepped into 


a college, dumped 2,121 hoarded dimes 
from a bag as payment for tuition. ... 
Lively also appeared the sense of cour- 
tesy.... In South Carolina an escaped 
convict dispatched to his former prison 
an apologetic note, expressing regret 
for the trouble occasioned by his jail- 
break. ... Debts were cleared up... . 
A ninety-year-old Indiana minister re- 
ceived in the mail five dollars in pay- 
ment for a funeral he conducted in 
1899, . . . Perseverance was exempli- 
fied. . . . After waiting forty-six years 
for her to make up her mind, a Ten- 
nessee man finally married his child- 
hood sweetheart. 


In various regions outside of the sun- 
ny area, the dark side of human nature 
cast shadows on the news. . . . Mean 
tongues wagged. .. . In North Carolina 
a wife told the judge her husband was 
going around telling everybody he mar- 
ried her on a bet. . . . Snatchers were 
active. . . . In Paris, a thief stole a 
large traveling bag containing a live 
nine-foot python named Kiki. Police 
were fearful of what would happen to 
the man when he opened the bag to 
take out his loot. . . . Hold-ups as- 
sumed varying forms. ...A Los An- 
geles butcher short-weighted his cus- 
tomers by training air streams from his 
electric fan on the sensitive scales... . 
In Chicago, a youth who had just 
started to stick up a hamburger shop 
fainted when an automobile outside 
back-fired. . . . In San Francisco, a 
check bounced at a tradesman who 
supplies cakes to prison inmates. He 
had accepted it from a convict held on 
bad-check charges. . . . Punishments 
were tailored to fit the crime....A 
Boston youth with a weakness for turn- 
ing in false alarms was ordered to 
spend a month polishing fire trucks in 
a fire-engine house. 


Certain shadows were blacker than 
others. . . . Killers went into action... . 
An argument between two New York 
cooks over what vegetables should be 
put on a pork-chop dinner ended in a 
fatal butcher-knife duel. . . . As a thir- 
teen-year-old Westchester, N. Y., boy 
sat on a bed pulling on his socks he 
was shot by his mother. . . . Men mur- 
dered themselves. . . . After reading a 
book entitled The Man Who Wouldn't 
Hang, a Davenport, Ia., resident hanged 
himself. . . . Men murdered helpless 
infants. .. . In Niagara Falls, N. Y., a 
newborn baby was found in a garbage 
can. 

The free will bestowed upon man is an 
awesome power. ... With it man can 
soar to higher and higher levels of 
good. .. . With it he can sink to lower 
and lower depths of evil. . . . He must 
indeed either soar or sink. . . . He must 
end up either in Heaven or in Hell. 

Joun A. Toomey 





ERE are the answers to cur- 

rent questions and objec- 
tions about things Catholic as 
proposed by the average Amer- 
ican. If your average American 
friend asks a question, hand 
him a Scott Pamphlet. Each 
one, itself a model of what in- 
telligent discussion ought to be, 
is linked by logic to the series 
as a whole. Perhaps he’ll think 
of another query or perhaps 
he'll just keep running into an- 
swers—answers written by the 
master religious pamphleteer. 


THE 
FATHER 
SCOTT 
PAMPHLETS 


HAVE YOU A GOD? 


Proofs of existence of God 


2. PROVE THERE’S A SOUL 
The doctrine of immortality 
3. MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, 
JOHN 
The Testament is the Word of God 
4. THEY SAID HE 
BLASPHEMED 
The Divinity of Christ 
5. HUNDREDS OF 
CHURCHES 
Catholic Church is the true Church. 
6. SCIENCE HELPS THE 
CHURCH 


No conflict between science and 
revelation 


7. NO POPE CAN BE 
WRONG 
Infallibility of the Pope 


8. THIS IS MY BODY 
The Sacrifice of the Mass 


9. GOD FORGIVES SINS 


The doctrine of the Confessional 


10. DIVORCE IS A DISEASE 


The marriage bond is indissoluble 


— 
. 


Single Copy: 10¢ - Complete Set: $1 
Individual titles in bulk: $7 per 100 
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| THE AMERICA PRESS 
70 E. 45th St., N. Y. C. 17 | 
Please send me 
Scott Pamphlets. 
Send 
numbered 


I enclose: $...6.00 or O Bill me. 
Cash must accompany orders under $1. 
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Correspondence 








What price homes? 


Epiror: Your editorial, “Wages in the 
building trades,” (AM. 8/14 p. 418) 
states that “there is little justification 
for the charge that wages are the chief 
reason for the cruel cost of new hous- 
ing today,” because wages in building 
trades increased only 62 per cent while 
building materials advanced 116 per 
cent. From this a reader might con- 
clude that the chief villains are the 
dealers in materials. Your statistics, 
however, reveal nothing about labor 
cost increases in forests, mills, cement 
plants, hardware factories, railroads, 
and other supply points—all of which 
contribute toward that 116 per cent. 
Unless we have figures on all these 
other increases, that 116 per cent can- 
not be pinned on any one group of 
those concerned. 

Probably the only conclusion one 
can draw from the disparity between 
the two percentages is that wages in 
the construction industry before 1939 
were so disproportionately high over 
those in the supply industries that the 
116 per cent merely reflects the latter’s 
rise to parity. There is nothing in your 
statistics which would disprove this 
conclusion. 

(Rev.) Greorce A. GALLIK 

Duluth, Minn. 

[As was obvious from the context, we 
were concerned in the editorial com- 
ment solely with the wages of on-site 
construction. Nothing, it is true, in 
our comment contradicts Father Gal- 
lik’s interpretation of the high costs of 
building materials. If we do not share 
his view, the reason is that the high 
prices of building materials reflect 
other factors than higher wage-rates.— 
Epiror | 


A letter from France 

Epiror: From my long acquaintance 
with America, both through its pages 
as well as through my personal friend- 
ship with its Editor-in-Chief, I know 
how burdened are its readers with ap- 
peals for aid to the war-torn regions 
of Europe. Nevertheless, I believe that 
the proposal I am presenting is some- 
what out of the ordinary, and is a case 
in which a little planning and practical 
action can bring immense relief to 
many people. 

The parish church of the small town 
of Saint-Chéron (Seine-et-Oise), forty 
kilometers south of Paris, has 2,000 in- 
habitants. Occupied by the Germans 
for four years, it was liberated on 
August 22, 1944 by the American 
Army. On the night of Sept. 3, 1944 a 
truck loaded with gun shells, driven by 


two American soldiers, caught fire and 
stopped on the central square of the 
village, just opposite the church. 
Awakened by pistol shots, the villagers 
were able to get away with only one 
casualty. But all the adjoining houses 
were blown to pieces and the beautiful 
old church, begun in the ninth century 
and reconstructed in 1871, was left in 
ruins. 

With the cordial endorsement and 
cooperation of the Most Reverend 
Bishop of Versailles, Msgr. Gosselin, 
in whose diocese Chéron is situated, 
the Curé of Chéron has issued an ap- 
peal for aid in the restoration of the 
church. 

The cost of the same is estimated at 
4,750,000 francs (about $15,323). 1 am 
wondering whether it would not be pos- 
sible for some Catholic parish in the 
U.S. to adopt Chéron as a parish proj- 
ect. Any help at all, no matter how 
slight, would be of vast service. If such 
an adoption were made, the American 
parish would be sure of a most cordial 
fellowship of gratitude and prayers. 
The Curé’s address is: Monsieur l’Abbé 
Peluche, Doyen-Adjoint, Curé de Saint- 
Chéron (S. & O.), France. 

ANDRE BALLEYGUIER 
Administrator-Delegate 


Paris Suchard Holding, S.A. 


Hopkins’ verse forms 

Epitor: I can appreciate Father Louis 
F. Doyle’s impatience with the “febrile 
and immature cultism” of many com- 
mentators on Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
such as the one he quoted from among 
the Kenyon Critics (Am. 8/18, p. 541). 
I suppose that I, too, as a Catholic 
should take that critic’s “haughty warn- 
ing to heart.” 

I am, however, amused by Father 
Doyle’s accusation that Hopkins “re- 
christened” trochaic verse “running 
rhythm” and “rising accent (iambic), 
‘sprung rhythm.’” Father Doyle has 
undoubtedly read Hopkins’ own ex- 
planation of his terminology, but he 
must have read it so long ago that he 
has forgotten Hopkins’ statements, es- 
pecially the following (cf. Poems of 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, ed. by Robert 
Bridges, second ed., Oxford, 1933, p. 1 
and p. 3): 


Common English rhythm, called 
Running Rhythm above, is meas- 
ured by feet of either two or three 
syllables. . . . [Hardly a descrip- 
tion of trochaic verse.] 

Sprung Rhythm .. . is measured 
by feet of from one to four sylla- 
bles, regularly, and for particular 
effects any number of weak or 
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slack syllables may be used, 

[Hardly a description of “rising 

accent” (iambic) .]} 

Other statements on Hopkins’ metrica] 
theory and practice in “To M’siey 
Jourdain” are equally provocative, byt 
adequate analysis of these statements 
would require a longer article than the 
one which contains them. 

Father Doyle’s comments on “The 
Windhover” and its critics lead me to 
think that he will not be pleased with 
Father R. V. Schoder’s long interpre. 
tation of the poem which is soon to ap. 
pear (in /mmortal Diamond, studies jn 
Gerard Manley Hopkins by American 
Jesuits, ed. by Norman Weyand, S.J, 
to be published by Sheed and Ward 
this October). Nevertheless, I think he 
will find valuable the careful textual 
explication of “buckle” and other terms 
given them. 

NorMAN WEyAND, SJ. 

Chicago, Ill. 


Gatherings 


Russe.i A. Jory, of the University of 
Dayton, “stoutly demands protection 
against such ridiculous comparisons,” 
as a correspondent made between The 
Heart of the Matter and The Scarlet 
Lily. . . . Ordering one hundred copies 
of America for distribution, Miss Anna 
Allen, Principal of a Queens public 
school, congratulates the editors for 
their handling of the banning of the 
Nation. . . . Rev. F. G. Waker, of 
Terre Haute, Indiana, corrects an his- 
torical error in “Underscorings” (Am. 
8/14): “The Diocese of Bardstown was 
erected April 8, 1808 by Pope Pius 
VII, ‘Ex Debito.” The new bishop had 
spiritual jurisdiction over the North- 
western Territory of the United States 
lying between the States bordering the 
Atlantic Ocean and the Rocky Moun- 
tains. From this Mother See of the 
West were formed ten dioceses in the 
lifetime of its first bishop.” . . . Pere 
Raymonp Jouve’s Two Approaches to 
Progress (AM. 7/31), drew comment 
and criticism. JoHN J. MUuLLoy sup- 
plies ample quotations challenging the 
classification of Jacques Maritain as “a 
medievalist.” “Perennialist” would be a 
more acceptable term, in the opinion of 
Epcar R. Smotuers, S.J., of Ann Ar- 
bor, Michigan. . . . A training cen 
ter for young men and women who 
will recreate Catholic lay organizations 
in Germany has been opened, Lupwic 
GreIN of Evanston, Illinois, informs us. 
Sheets and blankets and all kinds of 
goods are needed. Address: Burgkap- 
lan Wormland; Jugendburg Gemen; 
Kreis Borken, Westfalen; Germany, 
British Zone. . . . Author Mary JAck- 
son Kinc, of East Elmhurst, L. I, 
is pleased: “If no other word has been 
said about my novel, Vine of Glory, 
Catherine D. Gause’s review (AM. 7/24) 
would have made the writing of it 
worth the effort.” 
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GIVE-A-BOOK 
CERTIFICATES 


"seimim”} yOu bookseller 
knows the answers 











“The true university these days is a collection 


of books.” 
—Thomas Carlyle 





There are some lucky people who krow how to do everything. They need 
neither help nor guidance. Most mortals are regrettably not so gifted and 
that’s where the bookseller saves the day. It’s not that he knows every- 
thing. But he’s the best, and often the only, person to put the right in- 

formation in your hands just when you need it. 


Do you want to make a telescope, sail a boat, build a house, be a plumber? 
How rusty are your logarithms? Does atomic fission baffle you? Would 
you like to fix your radio yourself and save that twenty dollar repair bill? 


Your bookstore and book department are the headquarters on “How to do 
it.” From architecture to zoology—via tennis, carpentry, gin rummy, sex 
and plastics—all the latest data is yours for the asking. 


While we can’t guarantee that the bookseller has the secret on his shelves 
of how to find a new apartment he can provide you with many a volume on 
how to make your present one more livable. 


If the information you require is really unusual, your bookseller will be 
delighted to locate the right book—if he doesn’t already have it in stock— 
and send it to you promptly. He dotes on providing you with service. 





visit your local bookseller. . . 
he has the answers 
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the American Booksellers Association. 
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y 29 ’48 
MAHER, Catherine 
Triumph of = third force in Italy. 79:133- 
34 My 15 ” 
MAHER, enesms J. 
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Newman and Bloxam: an Oxford friend- 
ship. Review. 79:116 My 8 48 
MIHANOVICH, C. S. 
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MORALITY 

Conscription and morality. 79:215 Je 5 °48 
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Cheer for the shelterless. 79:111-12 My 8 ’48 
McCOLLUM case 

See EDUCATION and state 
McEWEN, Robert J. 

Essential monetary reform. 79:27-28 Ap 17 

"4 


McGINLEY, Dorothy L. 
Portland's yoy for teen-age speeders. 
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